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Spring in Nazareth 
By Norman C. Schlichter 


ERE you and I in Nazareth 
As travelers in spring, 
We'd see, as here, the earth turn green, 
The age-old blossoming. 


We'd see the poppies flaming red, 
Feel winds come warm o’er wheat; 

Almond blooms would fill the air 
With perfumes rich and sweet. 


Blue - flowering flax and marigolds 
Would line the stony ways 

Where Jesus and His mother walked 
And gathered lily sprays. 


We’d move among the olive trees 
On hillsides where He prayed. 
We'd see the kindly shepherds seek 
For sheep that had far strayed. 


And then and there in Nazareth 
We'd praise the Shepherd true 

Who found us when we, too, were lost, 
And cleansed and made us new. 


we 
The Manna Miracle 


God’s miracles show who he is. 
They show also his love, his justice, his 
omniscience and omnipotence. The typi- 
cal Modernist or unbeliever of today 
likes to tell us that the manna given 
to Israel in the wilderness was not a 
miracle, but a natural fact, a resinous 
gum exuding from the fragile twigs of 


the tamarisk, an evergreen shrub found 
in that Sinaitic wilderness today. In 
this glib explanation the unbeliever 
overlooks one or two important facts. 
The late Professor Melvin Grove Kyle, 
who traveled in that region, called at- 
tention to the fact that the eating of 
that natural product had a marked ef- 
fect on the physical system. Yet the 
Israelites ate the manna as their daily 
food for forty years! Another detail 
overlooked by the unbeliever is that 
God told the Israelites to gather the 
manna on six days only, and not to look 
for it on the seventh or Sabbath Day. 
There were unbelievers in Israel, as 
there are among the Gentiles today. 
“And it came to pass, that there went 
out some of the people on the seventh 
day for to gather, AND THEY FOUND NONE” 
(Exod. 16:27). This does not fit in, 
somehow, with the Modernist’s natural 
explanation of the manna! This mir- 
acle revealed God to the Israelites; vin- 
dicated Moses and Aaron as his chosen 
leaders; provided for the bodily needs 
of his people; and rebuked his people 
for their unbelief. The same God works 
miracles today, and it is safer to believe 
him than to deny him. 


A Cure for Myopia 


That defect of vision familiarly 
known as nearsightedness is no new 
affliction. Peter uses the word in de- 
scribing its spiritual counterpart, the 
blindness that comes upon the man who, 
forgetting the cleansing from his old 
sins and the marvelous possibilities of 
growth in grace then opened up to him, 
has turned again to the bagatelles of the 
present, “seeing only what is near,” 
things of sense and time, interests com- 
mon to the earth-dweller (2 Pet. 1:9). 
Great saints of all ages have been free 
from this blighting disease. Moses saw 
beyond the pleasures of the Egyptian 
court, beyond the hardships of the wil- 
derness, to the vast realm of the unseen; 
and because of that far view he endured 
to his one hundred and twentieth year 
with eye undimmed, natural force un- 
abated. Abraham and all his peers in 
the galaxy of faith looked beyond the 
difficulties of the pilgrim road to a city 
that hath foundations, bomb and earth- 
quake proof. It behooves the saints to- 
day to look away from the rubble of a 
crumbling civilization to the sure prom- 
ises of God. 


+ 


May We Hope for Revival Today? 


“And the very God of peace sanc- 
tify you wholly; and I pray God 
your whole spirit and soul and body 
be preserved blameless unto the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Faithful is he that calleth you, who 
also will do it” (1 Thess. 5:23, 24). 


Tes world is torn by the strifes of 
war. Peace has departed from the 
earth; he who is our peace, and 
whose blood whispers peace within, de- 
sires that we shall have peace. His 
legacy of peace (John 14:27) is for all 
who make his bosom their refuge. Peace 
like a river will attend the way of all 
believers who ignore “second causes” 
and, trusting in the Lord, lean not to 
their own understanding. 

“Peace, perfect peace, our future all 


unknown? 
Jesus we know, and He is on the throne.” 


The past year has been one of min- 
- gled triumph and trial. This is the way 


the Master went. His servants must make 
their way homeward in these very “ruts 
of righteousness.” Answers to prayer for 
the revival of prayer have been wonder- 
ful. People seem more anxious to pray. 
They gather in greater numbers for inter- 
cession. The usefulness of this prayer 
revival to churches and communities is 
incalculable. Signs of revival are ap- 
pearing. Our beloved brother, Charles 
E. Fuller of the Old Fashioned Revival 
Hour, reports an enrollment of over 
100,000 intercessors. Others tel] of in- 
creased interest in prayer. God’s people 
now more than ever know that we 
need a great work of God in the Church. 

Divergent views concerning revival 
are advocated by true friends of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. Some beloved breth- 
ren declare that, “The next revival will 
be the meeting in the air.” Others 
maintain that, “Hope for present-day re- 
vival has no basis in the Scriptures nor 
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in the prevailing condition of the 
Church.” If, however, we consider the 
implication of the text above quoted, 
do we not arrive at a corrected attitude 
on this subject? 


REVIVAL DEFINED 


Revival pertains to Christian experi- 
ence. It is a large-scale movement 
toward godliness, effected by the Holy 
Spirit, through the Word of Truth. The 
objective is the adornment of the Gospel 
in individual and collective conduct. 

To say there is no hope for spiritual 
living, such as was urged upon us by 
Christ and emphasized in all the Epis- 
tles, is to forget the declaration of our 
Lord, “This is the will of God, even your 
sanctification” (1 Thess. 4:3), and his 
prayer to the Father, “Sanctify them 
through thy truth” (John 17:17). It 
ignores the declared mission of the Holy 
Spirit,—the “perfecting of the saints” 
(Eph. 4:12); and God’s grace intimated 
in the text, “blameless wnto the coming.” 

This walk on high spiritual ground, 
this pathway of holy living, this ad- 
vance in Christian service, is the prom- 
ise of God. “Faithful is he that calleth 
you, who also will do it!” 

When we are where our Lord wishes 
us to be spiritually, doing what he wants, 
from right motives and in the right way 
in the power of the Holy Spirit, we are 
in revival. 


Tue NEED FOR REVIVAL 


We all agree that sinners need to be 
converted. Yet, it is equally true that 
Christian people need renewing. Our 
renewal must conform in kind and de- 
gree to Scriptural exhortations. The 
quality of Christian experience needs to 
be far above present attainments. The 
godliness of the early Christians is not 
equaled by our generation. Influence 
on the unconverted is, therefore, sadly 
inferior. The progress of Gospel testi- 
mony is not speedy. Application of Gos- 
pel precepts is not common. Many have 
not surrendered fully” to their Lord. 
Self-will, prayerlessness, neglect of the 
Word are all too common. Conformity 
to the world widely prevails. Manifes- 
tations of anger, wrath, evil speaking, 
censoriousness, marital irregularities, 
and carnality characterize the conduct 
of many. In contrast to this situation 
we note that God has provided that “the 
man of God may be perfect, throughly 
furnished unto all good works.” And 
that his will is that we “may stand per- 
fect and complete in all the will of God” 
(Col, 4:12). 

BELIEVING PRAYER 


Believing prayer takes God at his 
Word; counts upon his covenant-keep- 


ing character, and rests its assurance 
i 


This editorial, containing a timely and 
needed message on revival, includes the main 
portions of two bulletins recently issued by 
the Great Commission Prayer League, 152 W. 
Chicago Avenue, Chicago, of which the Rev. 
Ernest M. Wadsworth is Director. 


‘ 
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upon Christ’s death, resurrection, repre- 
sentation, and intercessions. Such prayer 
includes praise, thanksgiving, confession, 
and supplication. It embraces the world- 
wide purposes of God, and his complete 
program for his Church and for human- 
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ity. Believing prayer is “praying always 
with all prayer and supplication in the 
Spirit, and watching thereunto with all 
perseverance” for things which are ac- 
cording to the will of God (Eph. 6:18). 


(Continued on page 241) 














Notes ON OPEN LETTERS 














Can We “Inherit” Eternal Life? 


Being a subscriber of Tue Sunpay 
Scuoot Trmes for more than twenty years, 
and very much interested in most of the 
topics contained therein, especially so in 
Notes on Open Letters, I would solicit 
your comments on the question I raised 
with the teacher of our Bible class. The 
question is whether the word “inherit,” 
in Luke 10:25, is proper, or could the 
meaning be expressed better by the word 
“merit”? The teacher disagreed with me, 
saying that the Lord had “eternal life,” 
and we would inherit it from him. I 
did not press the question further, but 
after returning home I looked into it, and 
found in Cruden’s Concordance that the 
word “inherit” is used only three times 
in the Bible in connection with “eternal 
life,’”” — Mark 10:17; Luke 18:18, and in the 
above case. The word “inherit’’ means, 
“to come into possession of something 
from one who is deceased.” Is not the 
teacher’s theory therefore wrong?—A 
Pennsylvania reader. 


The word “inherit” in the three pas- 
sages cited by the Pennsylvania reader, 
— Luke 10:25; Mark 10:17, and Luke 18: 
18,—comes from a Greek work kler- 
onomeos, which means both literally and 
figuratively, “to be an heir to.” This 
word is closely related to kleronomos, 
which means “getting by apportionment 
or division,” and both are undoubtedly 
derived from the word kleros, meaning 
“a portion,” or “a lot.” 

Even our English word “inherit,” ac- 
cording to Webster’s Unabridged Dic- 
tionary, includes the thought of “to come 
into possession of,” or “to possess or re- 
ceive,” as well as the common meaning 
of receiving by birth or from blood an- 
cestors. We frequently speak of inherit- 
ing that which does not come to us by 
right of birth. 

There is ample justification, therefore, 
for thinking of “inherit,” in the three 





Next Week 


Several years ago the Tres pub- 
lished “A Guide to Those Who Are 
Left after the Rapture of the 
Saints.” This is a statement which 
was adopted and placed in the 
safe-deposit boxes of a number 
of business and professional men in 
Vancouver, B. C. At the request of 
a Times reader, this will be pub- 
lished in “Notes on Open Letters” in 
next week’s issue. 











verses named, and also in Matthew 5:5 
and Matthew 19:29, in the sense of “shar- 
ing in,” or “receiving,” or “coming into 
possession of.” There does not, on the 


~ other hand, seem to be any justification 


for substituting the word “merit” in the 
place of “inherit” in these verses. 

There is also abundant ground, how- 
ever, for thinking of the word “inherit” 
in all these verses in the special sense 
that we give to it today,— “to receive 
by birth.” John points out that “as many 
as received him [the Lord Jesus] to 
them gave he power [authority] to be- 
come the sons of God, even to them that 
believe on his name” (John 1:12). And 
Paul reminds us that if we are sons, then 
are we also heirs through Christ (Gal. 
4:7), and joint-heirs with Christ (Rom. 
8:17). As the old hymn, “Blessed As- 
surance,” puts it: 


Heir of salvation, purchase of God, 
Born of his Spirit, washed in his blood. 


And so there is a very real sense in 
which eternal life may be inherited. 
The inconsistency in the lawyer’s ques- 
tion in the incident rélated in Luke 10 
lies in the fact that he asked what he 
might do to inherit that which God says 
is a gift. The Lord Jesus in his reply 
to the lawyer referred him back to the 
law in which he prided himself, and 
which in its righteous perfection only 
served to show how this man had failed 
te measure up to God’s perfect standard. 
You will remember that when the law- 
yer cited the law, which reads, “Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with all 
thy heart, and with all thy soul, and 
with all thy strength, and with all thy 
mind; and thy neighbour as thyself,” 
the Lord Jesus answered, “This do, and 
thou shalt live,” knowing that the law- 
yer had not kept and could not keep 
the law, and therefore could not earn 
or merit eternal life. 

But, thank God, “what the law could 
not do, in that it was weak [inadequate] 
through the flesh, God sending his own 
Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and 
for sin, condemned sin in the flesh: that 
the righteousness of the law might be 
fulfilled in us, who walk not after the 
flesh, but after the Spirit” (Rom. 8: 
3, 4). Because of what the Lord Jesus 
Christ did on Calvary, all who accept 
him as Saviour and trust in him not 
only share in eternal life but inherit 
it through him, as sons of God. 
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What Is Meant by the Atonement? Il. 


The heart of the Good News: for sinners 











By William L. Pettirigitt, D:D. mM vam 














ITHOUT controversy, atone- 
W ment is a Bible doctrine, but, 

strictly speaking, it is not a 
Bible word. The same is true of the 
trinity. There is assuredly the doctrine 
of the trinity in the Bible, but one would 
seek in vain therein for the word 
“trinity.” 

In our Enlish translation the Bible 
has the word “atonement” seventy-eight 
times in the Old Testament and once in 
the New. But the Revised Version has 
changed it to “reconciliation” in Romans 
5:11. If we had throughout the Old 
Testament the word rendered “atone- 
ment” literally translated, it would read 
“covering.” The blood of bulls and 
goats could never really atone for man’s 
sins. In the bloody offerings the sins 
were covered, and the blood of bulls 
and goats pointed typically to Calvary, 
where real atonement was accomplished 
- by the blood of Jesus Christ, God’s Son. 


Looking Forward to Christ’s Sacrifice 


As Dr. Scofield puts it: “The English 
word ‘atonement’ (at-one-ment) is not 
a translation of the Hebrew kaphar, but 
a translator’s interpretation. According 
to Scripture the legal sacrifice ‘covered’ 
the offerer’s sin and secured the divine 
forgiveness; according to the translators 
it made God and the sinner at-one.... 
‘It is not possible that the blood of bulls 
and goats should take away sins’ (Heb. 
10:4). The Israelite’s offering implied 
confession of sin and of its due desert, 
death; and God ‘covered’ (‘passed over,’ 
Rom. 3:25) his sin, in anticipation of 
Christ’s sacrifice, which did, finally, ‘put 
away’ the sins ‘done aforetime in the 
forbearance of God’ (Rom. 3:25; Heb. 
9:15).” (Scofield Reference Bible, page 
110.) 

There is then a doctrine of atonement 
in the Bible. It.is the doctrine of sub- 
stitutionary sacrifice. It is the teaching 
that has encountered the most violent 
opposition from the enemies of the cross 
of Christ. These ministers of Satan, 
often posing as ministers of righteous- 
ness (2 Cor. 11:13-15), fought against 
Christ himself, they fought against Paul 
in his day, they fought against Luther 
and the Reformers, they fought Spur- 
geon in the downgrade movement in 
Britain, they fight the truth today under 
the flag of Liberalism, Modernism, and 
the New Theology. They detest the 
phrase “substitutionary sacrifice”; they 
cannot abide the thought of blood. They 
tell us that God does not like the smell 
of blood. It might be in order for them 
to inform us how they happen to know 


“When I see the blood, I will pass 
over you.” This was the word of 
the Lord to his people in Egypt, 
after they had been told to place 
the blood of a lamb on the doors of 
their homes. As the Israelites looked 
upon that blood, before the destroyer 
passed through the land, it was to 
them a source of great comfort; but 
the Egyptians despised it, and doubt- 
less ridiculed those who applied it. 
So today the blood of Christ is at 
the same time the source of the be- 
liever’s assurance of safety, and the 
object of the skeptics’ bitterest at- 
tacks. In this fifth article of his 
series Dr. Pettingill sets forth the 
doctrine of salvation by blood. Next 
week, in the Easter Number, he will 
discuss the resurrection of Christ, 








what God likes and dislikes. Whether 
or not God likes the smell of blood we 
may not say, but it is safe to say that 
when the blood of his Son flowed down 
from Calvary’s cross, there went up be- 
fore him an offering of a “sweet smell- 
ing savour.” 

These false teachers declare that the 
doctrine of atonement through blood is 
“immoral at its core”; that a righteous 
God could not consent that one should 
die for others. But the righteous God 
has not only consented to it; he ar- 
ranged it all, and in his reckoning the 
Lamb was “slain from the foundation 
of the world” (Rev. 13:8). Indeed, it 
is the marvel of the Gospel that God 
found a way “that he might be just, and 
the justifier of him which believeth in 
Jesus” (Rom. 3:26). It is the triumph 
of the Gospel not only that “through 
this man is preached unto you the for- 
giveness of sins,” but that also “by him 
all that believe are justified from all 
things” (Acts 13:38, 39). 


Only One Gospel 


And there is no other Gospel. Any 
other Gospel is not really another Gos- 
pel, for how can good news be con- 
tradicted by other good news? But, as 
Paul warned the Galatian churches, 
“there be some that trouble you, and 
would pervert the gospel of Christ. But 
though we, or an angel from heaven, 
preach any other gospel unto you than 
that which we have preached unto you, let 
him be accursed. As we said before, so 
say I now again, If any man preach any 
other gospel unto you than that ye have 
received, let him be accursed” (Gal. 
1:7-9). 


So we are confined, just as the Jews 
of old time were “shut up unto the faith 
which should afterwards be revealed” 
(Gal. 3:23); so we are shut up unto “the 
faith which was once for all delivered 
unto the saints” (Jude 3, R. V.). 

And. what is that faith? Precisely 
what is it that we believers believe? 
It is this: “... that Christ died for our 
sins according to the scriptures; and that 
he was buried, and that he rose again 
the third day according to the scrip- 
tures” (1 Cor. 15:3, 4). 

It is this: “To wit, that God was in 
Christ, reconciling the world unto him- 
self, not imputing their trespasses unto 
them. ... For he hath made him to be 
sin for us, who knew no sin; that we 
might be made the righteousness of God 
in him” (2 Cor, 5:19, 21). 

The Word of God accuses of sinning in 
Eden, for we were in the loins of our 
father Adam when he sinned: “. .. 
as through one man sin entered into 
the world, and death through sin; and 
so death passed unto all men, for that 
all sinned” (Rom. 5:12, R. V.). 


How God Sees the Christian Today 


And the Word reckons to us that we 
who believe died at Calvary, in the 
person of our Substitute, the ransom 
provided by God himself: “I have been 
crucified with Christ; and it is no longer 
I that live, but Christ liveth in me: 
and that life which I now live in the 
flesh I live in faith, the faith which is 
in the Son of God, who loved me, and 
gave himself up for me” (Gal. 2: 20, 
R. V.). 

Thus it was that I, if I am born again, 
came to an end at Calvary. My death 
there, from God’s viewpoint as the right- 
eous Judge, was the end of me, once and 
for all. I died there, and “it is no 
longer I that live.”. The One who lives 
in me is not I, but Christ. God sees 
me no more as he locks upon me; he 
sees only Christ. I am “accepted in 
the beloved” (Eph. 1:6). I am a mem- 
ber “of his body, of his flesh, and of his 
bones” (Eph, 5:30). Men may call me 
by my old human name, but God gréets 
me as his Son whose name is Jesus, 
and my home is “in the bosom of the 
Father.” I died, and my life is hid with 
Christ in God (Col. 3:3, R. V.). 

“Sons of God, beloved in Jesus, 

Hear-this wondrous word of grace: 
In his Son the Father sees us, 
And as sons he gives us place.” 

It is true that the death of Christ was 
nearly two thousand years ago, but 
nevertheless his death is reckoned to 
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the believer, and the believer enters into 
the benefit of it when he is born again. 
For instantly he is joined to Christ and 
joined to his death (Rom, 6:3; 1 Cor 
12:12, 13, R. V.); and thus by faith he 
receives life from the death of the cross; 
in God’s reckoning he lives now because 
he died then. 

The need is that we shall lay hold 
upon this wonderful truth, and walk in 
the light of it. God has reckoned it and 
put. it upon record that in Christ we 
died and in Christ we rose again. “Even 
so, reckon ye also yourselves to be dead 
unto ‘sin, but alive unto God in Christ 
Jesus. Let not sin therefore reign in 
your mortal body, that ye should obey 
the lusts thereof: neither present your 
members unto. sin as.instruments of un- 
righteousness; but present yourselves 
unto God, as alive from the dead, and 
your members as instruments of right- 
eousness unto God. For sin shall not 
have dominion over you: for ye are not 
under law, but under grace” (Rom.: 6: 
11-14, R. V.). 

Two sisters, women of wealth and so- 
cial standing, were born again on a cer- 
tain Thursday night, and on the follow- 
ing Monday, replying to an invitation to 
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attend a social function Such as they 
had been accustomed to, said: “We 
thank you for your invitation, but we 
died last Thursday.” ~ . 

That is what Paul meant when he 
wrote in Galatians 6:14: “God forbid 
that I should glory, save in the cross 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the 
world is crucified unto me, and I unto 
the world.” And that is what Isaac Watts 
meant when he wrote: 


When I survey the wondrous cross 

On which the Prince of glory died, 
My richest gain I count but loss, 

And pour contempt on all my pride. 


Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast, 
Save in the death of Christ my God: 
AH the vain things that charm me most, 

I sacrifice them to His blood. 


See, from His head, His hands, His feet, 
Sorrow and love flow mingled down: 

Did e’er such love and sorrow meet, 
Or thorns compose so rich a crown? 


His dying crimson, like a robe, 
Spreads o’er his body on the tree; 

Then I am dead to all the globe, 
And all the globe is dead to me. 


Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
That were a present far too small; 
Love so amazing, so divine, 
Demands my soul, my life, my all. 


(To be continued) 








results in their lives 








Getting Young People to Read the Bible 


A successful plan that has produced encouraging 


By Helen W. Smith 














HEN we first started our young 

people’s work at Atlantic Beach, 
Fla., we decided to work toward the 
ideal of daily Bible reading in the lives 
of. each person in our society. Because 
we were timid, we decided first to get 
the young people interested in Chris- 
tian things, and then specifically to lead 
them into daily Bible reading. But it 
was in that delay of fear lest the chil- 
dren might not respond that we made 
our mistake. Even though we taught 
the Word of God as faithfully as we 
could at each meeting, we noticed after 
a few months with sinking hearts that 
a certain lag of interest was perceptible. 
There were occasional absences and our 
discipline problems were still with us. 
We then realized that the only solution 
was for each child to be a daily reader 
of God’s Word. Otherwise we could 
never expect vitality in our society. 

At one of the Sunday evening meet- 
ings we turned the program into an 
informal, .heart-to-heart talk. We dis- 
cussed the issue of daily Bible reading 
at length, and finally asked the group 
how many would start reading right 
away. About three-fourths of those 
present raised their hands. (At the end 
of a year nearly all were reading regu- 
larly.) - Within two weeks our discipline 
problems ceased and have never reap- 


peared in these six years that have 
elapsed. Daily Bible reading had started 
to work at once in the hearts of the 
offenders by feeding their interest daily 
in the things that were talked about on 
Sundays. , 

We noticed another immediate result: 
there were no more absences. Rarely 
in these ensuing years has anyone been 
absent except for illness or vacations. 
We have no attendance problem. Again, 
the power of the daily reading of God’s 
Word was manifested in feeding the in- 
terest in spiritual things. 

Before long there was still another 
remarkable working of the Word mani- 
fested to us. We saw numbers of young 
people who were weak, timid, shiftless, 
or disobedient grow to strength of char- 
acter and purpose that was amazing. 
The reason is obvious, for, “as he think- 
eth in his heart, so is he” (Prov. 23:7), 
and the Word of God is the only book 
that goes through the mind into the 
heart (Heb. 4:12); changing the heart 
by forming purposes and strengthening 
the will, though for some time the per- 
son who reads may be unconscious of 
this power working in him. But we who 
watch stare in amazement, and praise the 
miracle-working of God’s Word as it is 
imbibed daily (1 Pet. 2:2). We can 
unreservedly say that there has been a 
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marvelous change in every life where 
the Bible has been read daily. We have 
cases of boys with bad records who are 
our outstanding leaders now. 

We have found that there are many 
other results which come from daily 
reading of the Word. Let me mention 
just one more: the remarkable training 
it gives the mind. ~ It is astonishing-to 
watch in the children their powers of 
concentration develop, and their reason- 
ing power improve in clearer thinking 
as they read on and on, daily. 

There is, however, one important. fac- 
tor which we discovered that must be 
taken into account. If children are 
left by themselves to pursue daily Bible. 
reading they will generally read their 
favorite Psalm every day!. The best 
results are obtained by having a daily 
reading schedule with helps, and giving 
the person an opportunity to check up 
on his own reading. Even big busi- 
ness recognizes the value of checking 
up, and corporations supply their sales- 
men with blanks for check-ups of the 
daily work. Our own method is to give 
out mimeographed schedules of reading, 
with questions to stimulate interest and 
instruct. The children insist on these 
questions (once we tried leaving them 
out). The extra check-up. slips are 
passed in each Sunday in the offering 
plate. We try to keep the goal of a 
one hundred per cent Daily Bible Read- 
ing Society. The vice-president of our 
society is chairman of the weekly sur- 
vey. For Intermediate and Senior 
groups we make a schedule of reading 
that covers approximately ten verses a 
day, for we do not want hasty reading; 
better little, well-digested. For the 
Juniors we have reading schedules of 
one verse a day with a*question on that 
verse to be filled out. All these groups 
have learned to love to read their Bibles, 
and will often pray that others will come 
to love it as they do. 

We supply the members of our society 
with notebooks for the reading sched- 
ules, eight and one-half by five and one- 
half inches, the size of the average 
Bible. Since everyone reads as a mat-' 
ter of course each day, most of the new 
members who come into the society soon 
adopt the kabit, or they feel “like fish 
out of water”! Of course there is an 
occasional difficult case, for Satan is ever 
present to fight, but these are won by 
persistent prayer of faith in the soci- 
ety’s week-day prayer group. 

I should mention in closing that we 
have periodic meetings on the topic of 
“The New Birth,” for it is only the re- 
generated soul who can _ understand 
God’s Word (1 Cor. 2:14) and learn to 
love it (Psa. 119:97, 103). 


ATLANTA, GA. 





1 Sampies of the Bible reading schedules may 
be obtained at 5 cents each from Quiet Hour 
Publications, 1377 N. Morningside Drive, At- 
lanta, Ga. Mrs. Evelyn McClusky, Director 
of the Miracle Book Club, is considering using 
them in the club chapters. 
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A study of the one thousand years set forth 


Why We Believe in the Millennium 
By J. Oliver Buswell, Jr, D.D., LL.D. 
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first ten verses of Revelation 
20 clearly teach that: 

1. All those who have not been 
members of the kingdom of the Anti- 
christ (and this must include all the 
redeemed) are to be raised from the 
dead at the beginning of a period desig- 
nated as a thousand years. Their com- 
ing to life is called “the first resurrec- 
tion” (vs. 5b, 6). 

2. Christ and the redeemed are to 
reign for a thousand years. In Revela- 
tion 5:10 it is stated that “they reign 
UPON THE EARTH.” 

3. Satan shall be bound at the begin- 
ning of the thousand-year period to 
“deceive the nations no more” until the 
thousand years are finished (v. 3). 

4. At the end of the thousand years 

Satan will be loosed, and will deceive 
the Gentile nations into a final rebellion 
(vs. 7-10; see also Ezek. 38 and 39). 
. 5. At the end of the thousand-year 
period the “rest of the dead” —that is, 
those who are not redeemed, and who 
were not raised in the first resurrection 
—shall be raised from the dead (v. 5) 
and shall stand before the judgment 
throne of God to be condemned. 


Dean Alford on the Millennium 


These propositions are 80 clearly set 
forth that the simple Bible-believing 
Christian finds it difficult to understand 
how anyone can doubt the doctrine of 
the millennium. As Dean Alford says: 
“I cannot consent to distort words from 
their plain sense and chronological place 
in the prophecy on account of any con- 
siderations of difficulty, or any risk of 
abuses which the doctrine of the mil- 
lennium may bring with it. Those who 
lived next to the apostles, and the whole 
Church for three hundred years, under- 
stood them in the plain literal sense: 
and’ it is a strange sight in these days 
to see expositors who are among the first 
in reverence of antiquity complacently 
casting aside the most cogent instance 
of consensus which primitive antiquity 
presents. As regards the text itself, no 
legitimate treatment of it will extort 
what is known as the spiritual interpre- 
tation now in fashion. If, in a passage 
where two resurrections are mentioned, 
where certain souls lived at the first, 
and the rest of the dead lived only at 
the end of a specified period after that 
first, —if in such a passage the first 
resurrection may be understood to mean 
spiritual rising with Christ, while the 
second means literal rising from the 
grave, —then there is an end of all sig- 
nificance in language, and Scripture is 


wiped out as a definite testimony to 
anything. If the first resurrection is 
spiritual, then so is the second, which 
I suppose none will be hardy enough 
to maintain: but if the second is literal, 
then so is the first, which, in common 
with the whole primitive Church and 
many of the best. modern expositors, I 
do maintain, and receive as an article 
of faith and hope.” 1 


Is the Passage Figurative? 


There are four classes of amillennial 
interpretation of this passage of Scrip- 
ture. 

1. There are those who simply say 
the passage is figurative; it stands in 
an apocalyptic portion of the Scripture, 
therefore we cannot base any literal 
doctrine upon it. 

Is the twentieth chapter of Revelation 
figurative? Even so, it must mean some- 
thing. We are not entitled to brush 
aside any portion of the Word of God 
as being merely figurative. If this pas- 
sage is figurative, then those who deny 
its plain meaning ought to explain what 
it does mean. 

As a matter of fact, an important part 
of this passage is not figurative. All 
apocalyptic and figurative portions of 
the Bible are interspersed with non- 
figurative teaching. The inspired apoc- 
alypses always accompany the visions 
they contain with interpretative state- 
ments. For example, in the second 
chapter of Daniel, verses 31 to 35, which 
describe Nebuchadnezzar’s dream, are 
certainly figurative and apocalyptic; 
however, in verse 36 Daniel says, “This 





1Henry Alford, D.D., 
ment,” Vol. IV, p. 732ff. 


“The Greek Testa- 





This is the third article in the 
series by Dr. Buswell in which he 
is meeting the arguments of those 
who teach that we must not take 
literally the passages of Scripture 
that prophesy the coming period of 
blessedness for one thousand years. 
Both Amillennialists and Premil- 
lennialists recognize the crucial im- 
portance of Revelation 20, and in 
this article Dr. Buswell presents 
conclusive arguments showing why 
the verses foretelling the mil- 
lennium are to be taken literally. 
His fourth article will be published 
in an early issue of THe Sunpay 
ScHOOL TIMEs. 











is the dream; and we will tell the in- 
terpretation thereof before the king.” 
Verses 37 to 45 are not at all figurative 
or apocalyptic, but must be regarded as 
direct teaching material. Similarly in 
chapter 7, Daniel’s dream (verses 2 to 
14, 21, 22) is figurative and apocalyptic, 
but the explanation of the dream in 
verses 17 to 20 and 22 to 27 is direet 
teaching. 

In the first chapter of the Revelation, 
the vision of Christ walking in the midst 
of the seven golden candlesticks, and 
holding the seven stars in his right hand, 
is apocalyptic and figurative, but the 
statement follows in verse 20: “The 
mystery of the seven stars which thou 
sawest in my right hand, and the seven 
golden candlesticks. The seven stars are 
the angels of the seven churches: and 
the .seven candlesticks are seven 
churches.” This statement is as simple 
and direct as anything to be found in 
the Bible. 


Verses That Set Forth a Vision 


Now when we come to the twentieth 
chapter of Revelation, we frankly rec- 
ognize that verses 1 to 3 set forth a 
vision. They are figurative and apoc- 
alyptic. ‘Similarly, verses 4 and 5a are 
presented as a vision. However, verses 
5b, 6, 7, and 8 must be understood as 
direct, literal teaching. The phrase, 
“This is the first resurrection,” is not 
apocalyptic but explanatory. The words, 


‘“They ... shall reign with him a thou- 


sand years,” are not a part of the pre- 
ceding vision. In the vision it was said, 
“They ... reigned [aorist tense] with 
Christ a thousand years” (v. 4). In the 
explanatory material we have a simple, 
direct prediction, without the slightest 
trace of figurative or apocalyptic color- 
ing, “They ... shall reign [future tense] 
with him a thousand years” (v. 6). 

The apocalyptic or vision material in 
the twentieth chapter of Revelation is 
so simple and clear it would hardly seem 
necessary to have given explanatory 
material. It seems extremely significant 
that the Holy Spirit of God guided John 
to make matters doubly plain. It should 
be remembered in this connection that 
a period of blessedness on this earth 
after the Lord’s return is clearly taught 
in Romans 8:17-22 and in many Old 
Testament passages. How can men 
argue, “The doctrine of the millennium 
is found only in one passage of Scrip- 
ture, and that a highly figurative and 
apocalyptic passage”? 

2. Another interpretation of the twen- 
tieth chapter of Revelation, from the 
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amillennial point of view, is answered 
in part in the above quoted remarks 
from the great scholarly commentary of 
Dean Alford. It is held by a group of 
very sincere men in America today 
that the first resurrection referred to in 
this passage of Scripture is figurative, 
but they hold that the resurrection of 
the dead who are to stand before the 
Great White Throne is a literal resur- 
rection. Those who advance this view 
argue that John saw only the “souls” of 
the blessed, martyred dead, and nothing 
more. When he says, “They lived,” they 
argue that he only means that they en- 
joyed blessedness in their disembodied 
state. 


Resting, But Not Reigning 


The following facts, however, should 
be remembered: 

A. John described the souls of the 
blessed in their disembodied state in an 
earlier portion of his prophecy (Rev. 
6:9-11). John here makes it clear that 
the blessed dead before the resurrection 
are not reigning, but are resting pa- 
tiently and with great longing for the 
vindication of their cause. John says: 
“And they cried with a great voice, say- 
ing, How long, O Master, the holy and 
true, dost thou not judge and avenge 
our blood on them that dwell on the 
earth?” How different that is from the 
glad statement, “They lived, and reigned 
with Christ a thousand years”! 

B. Exactly the same Greek word in 
exactly the same form describes the 
coming to life called “the first resur- 
rection” and the later resurrection of 
those who stand before the Great White 
Throne. 

C. That the first resurrection is literal 
is made doubly sure by the use of the 
word “resurrection” as well as the word 
“they came to life.” 

D. Those whom John saw sitting upon 
thrones were not only the “souls” of the 
martyrs, but also all those who “wor- 
shipped not the beast,” that is, all the 
redeemed. This is made more clear by 
a glance at the syntax of the Greek 
sentence.1 

My friend and colleague, Dr. Allan 
MacRae, calls attention to the fact that 
even the liberal scholar R. H. Charles 
(“Commentary on Revelation,” Vol. II, 
p. 184ff) quotes with approval Alford’s 
statement that to make the first resur- 
rection spiritual while the second is rec- 
ognized as being literal means “an end 
of all significance in language.” 

3. Did the millennium begin with Con- 
stantine? In a pamphlet entitled “The 
End of the Ages,” Professor Johannes G. 
Vos argues that the thousand-year 
period during which Satan is bound to 
deceive the nations no more began at 
the end of the official Roman persecu- 
tions about A. D. 325. He holds that 
the millennium is the long period of 





1 Hoitenes rather than psuchas is the imme- 
diate subject of the verb anedzesan. 
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freedom from world-wide persecution 


which the Church has _ experienced 
since that time. He holds that nations 
as nations have not persecuted Chris- 
tianity as such since the Emperor Con- 
stantine. One wonders, however, 
whether the period of history centering 
about the Protestant Reformation did 
not involve at least as severe and as 
extensive a persecution of true Chris- 
tianity as anything which the Church 
experienced during the first three cen- 
turies of its existence. Our day, when 
Russia, Japan, and Germany are offi- 
cially persecuting the Church, is not the 
first day since A. D. 325 in which nations 
have done the same thing that Rome 
did at the beginning of the Christian 
era. It is only fair to say that this pam- 
phlet was written before the outbreak 
of the present European war. 

4. Warfield on the Thousand Years. 


When Dr. Benjamin Warfield undertook . 


to interpret the twentieth chapter of 
Revelation he assumed license to dis- 
solve everything into the thin mists of 
hyper-figurative interpretation. The 
thousand years, he says, does not refer 
to time but to space or place or con- 
dition. Those who are said to have been 
beheaded and then to come to life 
through what John calls “the first res- 
urrection” are merely the souls of “the 
dead who die in the Lord.” Their reign- 
ing is not reigning, but resting; their 
resurrection is not a resurrection, but a 
disembodied existence. Dr. Warfield 
evidently forgot that Paul sharply de- 
nounced those who teach that the word 
“resurrection” can be applied to an 
event or condition already in the past 
of the experience of the saints (2 Tim. 
2:18). 


Dr. Warfield’s Perplexity 


When it comes to the statement that 
Satan is to be bound for a thousand 
years that he should deceive the nations 
no more, Warfield says: 

“There is, indeed, no literal ‘binding 
of Satan’ to be thought of at all: what 
happens, happens not to Satan but to 
the saints, and is only represented as 
happening to Satan for the purpose of 
the symbolical picture. What actually 
happens is that the saints described are 
removed from the sphere of Satan’s as- 
saults” (“Biblical Doctrines,” p. 651). 

On page 657 of the same work War- 
field comes back to the question of 
Satan’s being bound to deceive the 
nations no more. The argument here 
must certainly be described as flounder- 
ing, and Warfield concludes: 

“But it cannot be pretended that a real 
solution of its difficulties [Revelation 
20:3] has been offered in any case; it 
remains a dark spot in an otherwise 
lucid paragraph and must be left for 
subsequent study to explain” (“Biblical 
Doctrines,” p. 657). 

The reader will doubtless remember 
that in the first two verses of the twen- 
tieth chapter of Revelation the earth 
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and not Heaven is said to be the place 
of Satan’s binding. The mighty angel 
comes down from Heaven to bind him. 
John did not suggest that Satan is 
bound so as to refrain from disturbing 
the saints in Heaven! What John says 
is that Satan is cast into the bottomless 
pit so that he will not deceive the nations 
for a thousand years. Certainly, from 
all of the teaching of the Scriptures, 
this binding of Satan has not yet taken 
place. 

In the Book of Job, Satan is repre- 
sented as having access to the company 
of the sons of God in the presence of 
God in Heaven (Job 1:6). In the temp- 
tation of Christ (Matt. 4:1-11; Luke. 4: 
1-13) Satan is represented. as arrogating 
to himself certain authority over the 
nations of the earth. Paul calls Satan 
“the god of this world” (2 Cor. 4:4) 
and “the prince of the power of the 
air” (Eph, 2:2). Paul also states that 
our Christian warfare, our wrestling, is 


‘ not against flesh and blood, but against 


the spiritual hosts of wickedness in the 
heavenly places (Eph. 6:12). Evidently 
Paul had no idea that Satan was to be 
excluded from the heavenly places dur- 
ing this age of grace. 

John indeed presents a picture (a 
future event) of Satan being cast out 
of Heaven. This is found in the twelfth 
chapter of the Revelation (see also 
Luke 10:18). When John wishes to con- 
vey this idea, he is capable of doing 
so. Since he penned the twelfth chap- 
ter of Revelation, we doubt whether he 
would be guilty of dissolving clarity 
into thin mists by saying that Satan 
was bound on earth and cast into the 
bottomless pit so that he should not de- 
ceive the nations for a thousand years, 
when he really meant that Satan was 
excluded from the place of the right- 
eous dead in Heaven during the age of 
grace. Language has its rights, even in 
a book whose title is “The Apocalypse,” 
ie, “The Visible Return of Jesus 
Christ !” 

(To be continued) 
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Are You Distributing Tracts? 
By Robert Parsons 


NE afternoon, many years ago, a 

young man of seventeen browsed 
leisurely through his father’s. library. 
In spite of godly parents and the ad- 
vantages of a Christian home, he had 
become indifferent to the things of God 
—an indifference that bordered on 
skepticism. On that memorable day in 
June, 1849, he was spending a holiday 
at home, and in the afternoon wandered 
about in the library in search of a book 
with which to while away the unoc- 
cupied hours. Seeing nothing attractive 
to him, he turned over a basket of pam- 
phlets and picked up a tract that caught 
his attention. Assuming that it would 
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contain a story followed by a sermon, 
he decided to “take the former and leave 
the latter.” 

But the booklet proved so interesting 
the young man read it all, with the re- 
sult that he accepted Christ as his Sav- 
iour that afternoon. Thus J. Hudson 
Taylor, founder of the China Inland Mis- 
sion, began a life of devoted Christian 
service, 

Other similar occurrences could be 
narrated, occurrences that would further 
emphasize the fact that down through 
the years tracts have been used to save 
souls and influence lives. And because 
there appears today to be a greater need 
than ever for effective evangelism, a 
new emphasis will be placed this spring 
on tract distribution. Tract Distribution 
Week, to be observed nationally the 
week preceding Easter, April 6-13, will 
be sponsored by the Christian Workers 
Foundation in which churches and re- 
ligious organizations of all denomina- 
tions are co-operating. 

Meanwhile, at WMBI, the radio voice 
of Moody Bible Institute, a weekly 
broadcast emphasizes the fruitfulness of 
tract work, encourages Christians to give 
out the Gospel in tract form, and guides 
listeners in the selection of good tracts. 
A large number have responded to the 
challenge. One whose testimony is typi- 
cal wrote: “I had thought that I could 
not render any service to the Lord, since 
I can neither sing nor preach. But I see 
now that I can distribute tracts, and I 
do want to be used in ‘sowing the 
seed.’” 

Tract distribution is definitely a faith 
work. It is true that many instances of 
resultant comversions and. consecrations 
are known, but in the light of the thou- 
sands of tracts that are distributed every 
day, the known results may seem small. 
Perhaps the man who left the leaflet in 
J. Hudson Taylor’s: home never knew 
the part it played in the great mission- 
ary’s conversion. But it started a ripple 
that broadened into waves of blessing, 
touching countless lives in China and in 
all the world. 

But we are backed by one of God’s 
great promises. “For as the rain cometh 
down, and the snow from heaven, and 
returneth not thither, but watereth the 
earth, and maketh it bring forth and 
bud, . . . so shall my word be that goeth 
forth out of my mouth: it shall not re- 
turn unto me void, but it shall accom- 
plish that which I please, and it shall 
prosper in the thing whereto I sent 
it” (Isa. 55:10, 11). And with such a 
backing we can confidently expect God’s 
blessing on prayerful, careful, tract dis- 
tribution. 

Attractive bulletin-board posters an- 
nouncing Tract Distribution Week, as 
well as educational pamphlets on ef- 
fective tract distribution, may be ob- 
tained free of charge by writing the 
‘Christian Workers Foundation, 20 N. 
Wacker Drive, Chicago, 
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Teaching by Objects 


By Kenneth E. Pettijohn 




















Ill. Testing God's Word 
Object: A test tube. 
Theme: A thorough test of the 
Bible reveals the character of God 


to be true and faithful, and worthy 
of our trust in him. 


HIS object lesson can take either 
one of two directions in its teaching. 
The teacher can show how men have 
tried to find fault with various parts 
of the Bible and failed. On the other 
hand, it can be shown how the Bible 
is dependable because it is the word of 
a God who is faithful and true. Per- 
sonally, I believe that the latter will 
be more effective. Most children are 
not much interested in archeology, or 
in logic, but they will be interested 
when they are shown that their God is 
true, and that he means what he says. 
Show the test tube to the children. 
Ask them what it is, and what it is used 
for. The teacher should carefully lead 
the suggestions to show how a chemist 
uses test tubes to study the true iden- 
tity of its contents. Just so will tests 
made on the Bible reveal God’s true 
character. The test tube symbolizes the 
work chemists have done to learn how 
substances are made. Their efforts have 


«brought about great discoveries that 


have affected the lives of every one of 
us. New products have been discovered. 
Name some of them to the children, and 
ask them to name some others. Great 
errors have also been prevented by care- 
ful study and examination. The same 
can be said about the study of the Bible. 
Ask the children to name some of the 
benefits we have received from Bible 
study. Get them to name some of the 
characteristics of God that we have 
learned from this study. 

The teacher should give a few exam- 
ples of the material benefits from the 
use of the test tube. Attention can then 
be directed toward the Bible. Make the 
comparison between the test tube and 
Bible study. Show how test tube an- 
alysis reveals the true character of its 
contents. Then explain how careful 
Bible study reveals the true character 
of God, and of our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 
When the children name God’s charac- 
teristics, they will no doubt name such 
as: “God is powerful; God loves us all; 
God is wise; God is just; God is true; 
God is faithful” Obviously, in order 
to make the object lesson effective, you 
must select one of the characteristics 
mentioned, and dwell upon it. 

For this purpose I have selected verses 
that can “be used to show that God is 
true and faithful. Tell the boys and 
girls that you want the Bible itself to 
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show how God’s faithfulness is shown. 
To start with a responsive reading of 
Psalm 89:1-18 might prove helpful. Fol- 
low this with a short Bible drill. Name 
the verse, and allow the one who locates 
it first to read it. A diversion from the 
usual Bible drill might add interest. Ask 
each one who reads a verse to explain 
the meaning of what he has read. How- 
ever, the teacher should be prepared to 
add or emphasize any additional ex- 
planation that may be needéd to help 
each child to understand the correct 
teaching. There are many verses that 
can be used in connection with our 
lesson. Here are just a few: 2 Thes- 
salonians 3:3; Deuteronomy 7:9; Psalm 
119: 89, 90; 37:25; 2 Timothy 2:13; 1 John 
1:9; John 10:28, 29; Romans 8:38. Others 
can be added at the teacher’s discretion. 

The lesson will be worth while to the 
extent of the preparation and prayer 
put into it. The aim should be to teach 
each child that the Bible stands the test 
because it is a message from a living 
God about a living Christ for a people 
who need only to believe in him and 
they will have his life in themselves. 

MINNEAPOLIS. 

ye 


A Christian General's Funeral 


By Pastor B. Van Lierop 
The Belgian Gospel Mission 


ENERAL GALLET of the Belgian 

Army, who died November 26 in 
Brussels, Belgium, was a personal friend 
and adviser of King Albert of Belgium 
during the World War. He was Hon- 
orary Aide de Camp to the King, former 
Chief of the General Staff of the Army, 
was decorated with the Order of Leo- 
pold, had received the War Cross and 
Victory Medal, and several other decora- 
tions. When General Gallet wrote a book 
on Belgium’s participation in that great 
war, King Albert, in his own hand, wrote 
the Introduction to it. That book was 
translated into other languages. 

This great general was also a fine 
Christian and an active soul-winner. It 
is said that he often read the Bible with 
King Albert, who was a Roman Catholic. 
When a soldier had died, ‘the General 
would send a personal letter of sym- 
pathy to his relatives, comforting them 
with verses of Scripture. At the same 
time he would send them a copy of the 
New Testament in which they could find 
the verses. 

He did this on such a large scale that 
it came to the attention of the army 
authorities, who summoned him before 
a council of officers appointed to inves- 
tigate this matter. They asked the Gen- 
eral whether it were true that he ren- 
dered this kind of religious service to 
soldiers, and he said that it was. Then 
he asked the members of the Council 
whether they could prove that he did 
it during his office hours. When they 

(Continued on page 242) 
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LESSON 1. APRIL 6. CHRIST PROMISES POWER 
International Uniform Lesson.—Luke 24: 48, 49; Acts 1; printed text, Acts 1.: 1-12 


Golden Text.—But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both 
, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.— Acts 1:8 
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The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson 
Committee for printing in the lesson helps is Acts 1:1-12 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Acts 1:1 The former treatise have I made, O Theophilus, of 
all that Jesus began both to do and to teach, 

2 Until the day in which he was taken up, after that he 
through the Holy Ghost had given commandments unto the 
apostles whom he had chosen: 

3 To whom also he shewed himself alive after his passion 
by many infallible proofs, being seen of them forty days, and 
speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God: 

4 And, being assembled together with them, commanded them 
that they should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the 
promise of the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of me. 

5 For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized 
with the Holy Ghost not many days hence. 

6 When they therefore were come together, they asked of 
him, saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time restore’ again the 
kingdom to Israel? 

7 And he said unto them, It is not for you to know the times 
or the seasons, which the Father hath put in his own power. 

8 But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is 
come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jeru- 
salem, and in all Judzea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost 
part of the earth. , 

9 And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, 
he was taken up; and a cloud received him out of their sight. 

10 And while they looked stedfastly toward heaven as he 
went up, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel; 

11 Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing 
up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you 
into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him 
go into heaven. 

12 Then returned they unto Jerusalem from the mount Called 
Olivet, which is from Jerusalem a sabbath day’s journey. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


opening chapters. 


Of this the Book of Acts treats in its 
Then the stream of 
grace broadens to take in believing Gen- 
tiles, and as the wonderful story un- 
folds, we see Paul, a chosen vessel, and 
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Acts 1:1 The ‘former treatise I made, O Theophilus, con- 
cerning all that Jesus began both to do and to teach, 2 until 
the day in which he was received up, after that he had given 
commandment through the Holy Spirit unto the apostles whom 
he had chosen: 3 to whom he also *showed himself alive after 
his passion by many proofs, appearing unto them by the space 
of forty days, and speaking the things concerning the kingdom 
of God: 4 and, * being assembJed together with them, he charged 
them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise 
of the Father, which, said he, ye heard from me: 5 for John 
indeed baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized ‘in the 
Holy Spirit not many days hence. 

6 They therefore, when they were come together, asked him, 
saying, Lord, dost thou at this time restore the kingdom to 
Israel? 7 And he said unto them, It is not for you to know 
times or seasons, which the Father hath *set within his own 
authority. 8 But ye shall receive power, when the Holy Spirit 
is come upon you: and ye shall be my witnesses both in Jeru- 
salem, and in all Judza and Samaria, and unto the uttermost 
part of the earth. 9 And when he had said these things, as they 
were looking, he was taken up; and a cloud received him out 
of their sight. 10 And while they were looking stedfastly into 
heaven as he went, behold two men stood by them in white 
apparel; 11 who also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye 
looking into heaven? this Jesus, who was received up from 
you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye beheld him 
going into heaven. 

12 Then returned they unto Jerusalem from the mount called 
Olivet, which is nigh unto Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s journey off. 


1Gr., first. *Gr., presented. *Or, eating with them. ‘Or, 
with. ®°Or, appointed by. 


The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform 
Sunday School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the Inter- 
national Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 
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Verse 2—“He was taken up.” Four 
times our attention is directed to this 
fact (vs. 9, 11, 22). It was no illusion. 
Jesus was actually received up into 
Glory (1 Tim. 3:16). But ere he left 





studies upon Which we now enter 

has been entitled “Christianity 
Reaches Out.” In preparation for the 
carrying on of the great missionary en- 
terprise, our attention is first directed 
to our Lord’s promise of the coming of 
the Holy Spirit to empower his servants 
to preach with conviction and assur- 
ance, so that the world might believe 
that their message was from Heaven. 
Following the crucifixion and resurrec- 
tion of Jesus Christ, a great change took 


Via appropriately, the series of 


place, which was not clearly predicted - 


in the Old Testament. Israel nationally, 
having rejected her Messiah, was set 
aside by God for the present age. Any 
who repented and turned to Christ for 
deliverance found salvation, but not as 
Jews; rather as poor sinners needing a 
Saviour. These were, by baptism, sep- 
arated governmentally from the nation 
as such, and formed the nucleus of the 
Church, or assembly of God, a new com- 
pany, who were to be united to Christ 
by the Spirit in the present age of grace. 


“and teach.” 


other workers, reaching out to the utter- 
most parts of the earth. 


The Historical Setting 


For a period of forty days after his 
resurrection, our Lord remained in this 
scene, though not revealed to the world. 
He appeared to his disciples and taught 
them and left them with the promise of 
the Spirit, which was fulfilled ten days 
later, on Pentecost, the fiftieth day. This 
was in the spring of A. D. 30. 


Verse by Verse 


Acts 1:1—“The former treatise 

O Theophilus.” He refers to the Gospel 
of Luke, which was inscribed to “most 
excellent Theophilus.” It is noticeable 
that the title is no longer used. Pos- 
sibly some:change had taken place in 
this man’s condition, owing to his having 
boldly confessed Christ. Luke wrote 
before of “all that Jesus began to do 
Note the order here. In 
the Gospel we have Jesus working on 
earth. In Acts he is seen working from 
Heaven (see Mark 16:20). 


this scene he instructed his apostles re- 
garding the work they were to do. They 
were nct left to grope their way. 


Verse 3.—‘Many infallible proofs.” 
Nothing but their positive knowledge 
that their Lord had appeared among 
them alive from the dead could account 
for the assurance with which the fol- 
lowers of Jesus bore witness to his Gos- 
pel, and were ready to suffer all man- 
ner of shame and torture for his sake. 
He taught them fully concerning “the 
kingdom of God,” and they went forth 
proclaiming it with confidence. In the 
last chapter we see Paul in prison, 
sounding out the same message (Acts 
28:31). 


Verse 4—‘Wait for the promise of 
the Fathez.” This is not a general com- 
mand for believers all through the dis- 
pensation. It was a specific word for the 
apostles. They were to tarry in Jeru-- 
salem (Luke 24:49) until the Holy Spirit 
descended. 


Verse 5.—“Ye shall be baptized with 
{or in] the Holy Ghost not many days 
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Lesson for April 6 


hence.” This was fulfilled as predicted, 
when the first group of believers were 
baptized into one body (1 Cor. 12:12, 
13). This was the formation of the 
Church. The baptism is not now to be 
sought, but it is true of all who are in 
Christ. 


Verse 6.—“Wilt thou gt this time re- 
store again the kingdom to Israel?” 
They realized Israel had forfeited the 
Kingdom for the time being. Was God 
about to give it again to them and rec- 
ognize them once more as his chosen 
nation? The question was a natural 
one in the light of Old Testament 
prophecy. 


Verse 7.—“It is not for you to know 
the times or the seasons.” Jesus did not 
imply that their question was prepos- 
terous and declare that the Kingdom 
would never be restored to Israel. He 
said that the time was not revealed. 
This is the Father’s secret. He changes 
the times and seasons (Dan. 2:21). These 
have their place (1 Thess. 5:1), but God 
has not chosen to make them known to 
us at present. 


Verse 8—“Ye shall receive power, 
after that the Holy Ghost is come upon 
you.” The clearest, reading here is, “Ye 
shall receive the power of the Holy 
Spirit coming upon you.” In view of 
their witness testimony, they were to be 
empowered by the Holy Spirit. Then 
they would be prepared to begin the 


-work of evangelization, which was des- 


tined to spread from Jerusalem into 
Judea, then Samaria, and thence to the 
uttermost part of the earth. In other 
words, they were first to proclaim peace 
to those who had crucified the Lord of 
glory, if they would repent and believe 
in his name, and the circle of blessing 
was to grow wider and deeper until it 
took in all mankind. 


Verse 9.—“‘A cloud received him out 
of their sight.” After giving his final 
command to carry the message every- 
where, “he was taken up,” and while 
they looked heavenward a cloud — the 
divine chariot —came down and envel- 
oped him, so that he was lost to sight 
as he ascended into the Father’s House, 
whence he came. 


Verse 10.—“Two men stood by them.” 
Attempts have been made to identify 
these men as Moses and Elias, because 
of the similarity of the expression used 
when they appeared on the Mount of 
Transfiguration. But this seems an idle 
speculation. Angels are spoken of as 
men, because of the form in which -they 
were manifested (comp. Luke 24:4 with 
John 20:12). These heavenly visitants 
came to confirm the testimony of the 
Lord. 


Verse 11.—“This same Jesus ... shall 
so come ...as ye have seen him go.” 
He went away in person. He shall re- 
turn in the same way. When we behold 
him we shall see the very same Jesus 
whom his disciples knew during those 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday School. Times Company, 325 North 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


1, April 6.—Christ Promises Power. 
; Luke 24:48, 49; Acts 1 
2. April 13.—Christ Shows Himself Alive 
(Easter Lesson). .............Luke 24:1-43 
3. April 20.—Using Witnessing Power. 
Acts 2:1 to 4:31 
4. April 27.—The Early Church Meeting 
Human Needs ...........Acts 4:32 to 7:60 
5. May 4.—The Church Enlarging Its 
I is or 58d 5 wba deacandeo dyes Acts 8 
6. May 11.—The Responsibility of the 
Home Regarding Beverage Alcohol. 
Deuteronomy 6:4-7; Jeremiah 35:5-10 
7. May 18.—Broadening Christian Hori- 
zons: Saul’s Conversion ..... Acts 9:1-31 
8. May 25.—Broadening Christian Hori- 
zons: Peter’s Vision ...Acts 10:1 to 11:18 
9. June 1.—Broadening Christian Hori- 
zons:» The Antioch Movement. 
Acts 11:19-30 








forty days after his body had been raised 
from the dead. Nineteen hundred years 
in the glory have made no change in 
him. He abides the same, yesterday, and 
today, and forever (Heb. 13:8). 

Verse 12.—“‘Then returned they unto 
Jerusalem.” From near Bethany on the 
Mount of Olivet, whence he ascended, 
his disciples returned to Jerusalem, there 
to wait in obedience to his command for 
the fulfillment of the promise regard- 
ing the coming and empowerment of the 
Holy Spirit. Till then they would not 
be ready to begin their great work. But 
when he should come and anoint them, 
they would be prepared for service. 


Lesson Outlines 
OPERATIONS OF THE Hoty Spirit 

Born of the Spirit (John 3:6) 
Baptized into one body (1 Cor. 12:12) 
Anointed for understanding of the Scrip- 

tures (1 John 2:20) 
Sealed as the people of God (Eph. 1:13) 
The earnest of coming glory (Eph. 1:14) 
Filled for service and victory (Eph. 5: 

18) 

Our RESPONSIBILITY 

Resist not the Spirit (Acts 7:51) 
Quench not the Spirit (1 Thess. 5:19) 
Grieve not the Spirit (Eph. 4:30) 


The Heart of the Lesson 


The Spirit of God is personal. He, 
with the Father and the Son, is God. 
In Old Testament times he wrought 
upon the hearts and consciences of men 
as the omnipresent One. But after 
Jesus was glorified (John 7:39) he came 
in a new sense to dwell in the bodies 
of those who’ were to constitute the 
Church, the Body of Christ. He abides 
with them forever, baptizing them into 
one body, anointing them as the servants 
of God for worship and testimony, and 
empowering them to walk before him 
victoriously, and to bear witness con- 
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vincingly. It was for this personal com- 
ing of the Spirit the disciples were to 
tarry ere undertaking the great work 
appointed to them. 

rn 


Special Lessor Tépics ‘and Tréths 

Many foolish things *have Been said 
by uninstructed persons, endeavoring to 
teach when they need to be taught, re- 
garding the ignorance of the apostles 
as to the program of the Lord. These 
overlook the fact that during the forty 
days between his resurrection. and as- 
cension, he was engaged in making 
known to them their responsibilities in 
view of the evangelization of the world. 
That they were slow in acting upon his 
teaching must be admitted, but there is 
no hint in the Acts that they did not 
understand the divine plan. 


Waiting for the Coming of the Holy 
Spirit. It is well that we be clear as 
to why the apostles were told to wait for 
the promise of the Father, that is, the 
coming of the Comforter. Pentecost 
was the-beginning of a new era in God’s 
dealings with men. Just as the world 
had to wait until Christ was born in 
Bethlehem, ere the promised Messiah 
could appear, so it was necessary to 
tarry till Pentecost, ere the Holy Spirit 
came to indwell believers and to bap- 
tize them into one body. Now both of 
these great events having taken place, 
no one is to tarry for either of them. 
But we are to rejoice in the fulfillment 
of the promises, and appropriate by 
faith the blessings connected therewith. 


Applications and Summaries 


Those who deny the physical resurrec- 
tion of the Lord Jesus necessarily reject 
the truth of his personal return. The 
two stand or fall together. Both are 
revealed to faith in the Word of God 
and are incontestable. 


All believers now are indwelt by the 
Holy Spirit, but many are not filled 
with the Spirit. It is only as we yield 
ourselves unto God as those alive from 
the dead, and seek grace to walk in 
obedience to the Word, that the Spirit 
takes full possession of all our faculties 
to lead us on in victory. 


Doing should always ‘come before 
teaching. Many fancy they are ready 
to instruct others who are not them- 
selves doers of the Word. 


When people talk today of tarrying 
for the coming of the Holy Spirit, or 
for his baptism, they show that they 
have never understood the meaning of 
Pentecost, the birthday of the Church, 
when the Comforter came, as promised 
by Jesus, to abide with his saints for- 
ever. 


The Lord’s second advent will be as 
literal as his first. He will appear again 
in the same body in which he ascended 
to Heaven. Are we ready to welcome 
him with joy? 

CHICAGO. 





234 * 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one, and accounts for their vari- 
ety, stimulus, and searching character. They 
are written by three members of The Sun- 
day Schoo! Times staff, Dr. Ironside, Mrs. 
Low, and Mrs, Borchardt. Have you tried 
assigning some of the questions differ- 
ent members of your class, letting them 
see whether they can discover the answers 
as given on a later page of this issue? 
HO wrote the Book of Acts, and how 
do we reach this conclusion? 

2. What are the great companion 
themes of the Gospel of Luke and the Acts 
of the Apostles? 

3. What great matters did the Lord Jesus 
explain to his apostles during the forty 
days? 

4. What was the promise of the Father? 

5. Is an enduement of power from the 
Holy Spirit still necessary for Christian 
service? 

6. Do not all Christians receive the Holy 
Spirit when they believe? 

7.How much power will the Lord give 
to any one individual? 

8..Did the Lord Jesus ascend to Heaven 
in an actual body of flesh and bones, and 
does he still have a human body? 

9. Where is the “kingdom of God” at the 
present time? 

10: Did the early church expect Christ’s 
return? 


Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are 
given on page 237 of this issue. 


ws 
The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 
for this department; one dollar is paid for 
each illustration accepted, and two dollars 

for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leafiet explant 
the conditions of this department. The full lis 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the ‘conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


THustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in 
the lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 

A Guest, but Limited—The promise 
of the Father (Acts 1:4). In her book 
entitled “Life on the Highest Plane,” 
Miss Ruth Paxon relates an experience 
that illustrates how many Christians to- 
day are grieving this Heavenly Guest. 
She tells of visiting a college to conduct 
evangelistic meetings, and being enter- 
tained in a home where the guest room 
was over the kitchen and approached 
by .an outside stairway. Later when 
an occasion arose which made it desir- 
able for her to enter another section 
of the house she found every other door 
fast locked. Seized with a strange sense 
of loneliness, she returned to the one 
room which was hers to occupy, and 
poured her heart out in prayer. God 
very effectively used the occasion to 
illustrate to her and to the thousands 
who have been helped by her ministry 
how he himself has in many cases been 
admitted to some little guest chamber 
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and been forced to stay there when all 
the while he longed to enter every 
room and share all experiences. One 
may well ask himself the question, As 
a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ, have 
I fully understood that the Holy Spirit 
of God has taken up his abode in me? 
Am I letting him mean all that he will 
to me?—From Baptist Young People’s 
Union Quarterly. Sent by Mrs. S. J. 
Beeker, Newport, Ky. Prize illustration. 


He Means What He Said.—This same 
Jesus, which is taken up from you into 
heaven, shall so come in like manner 
as ye have seen him go into heaven 
(v. 11b). When I left Australia years 
ago, I said to my mother, “Mother, if 
God spares me, I will come back to see 
you.” For years she waited. Had any- 
one said to her, “Mrs. Talbot, what are 
you waiting for?” she would have said, 
“My boy in America is coming back.” 
And suppose this person said to her, 
“Coming back? What do you mean? 
Surely you don’t expect a personal, vis- 
ible, actual coming!” “Yes,” she would 
have replied, “that’s the way he is com- 
ing.” Possibly her friend might have 
said, “Did you ever get letters from 
him? Do you ever receive gifts? Well, 
that is what he meant—he is coming 
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in all these things.” My mother would 
have answered, “Why, that isn’t what 
he meant, for he said that he would 
come back!” Some years afterward, I 
did cross the ocean, walked down the 
gangplank from the steamer, and said, 
“Mother, here I am.”—From Dr. L. T. 
Talbot, in Christian Beacon. Sent by 
Mrs. Robert L. Vining, Piedmont, W. Va. 


Strong Enough to Bear the Load.— 
But ye shall receive power, after that 
the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and 
ye shall be witnesses unto me both in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Sa- 
maria, and unto the uttermost part of 
the earth (Golden Text). In England, 
some of our bridges have a red diamond- 
shaped symbol at either end. It is a 
warning to those who would cross that 
the bridge is limited as to the weight it 
can take. If, therefore, a lorry driver 
comes with a ten-ton wagon to a bridge 
which cannot take more than five tons, 
he must make a detour and find another 
bridge that is strong enough to bear the 
load. Some Christians have that dia- 
mond-shaped symbol against them, too. 
God has had to put a warning: “This 
believer, very energetic, cannot stand 
the strain of injustice.” Hence, when 
God would use us he cannot, and he 
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Lesson for April 6 


must needs find another. Is‘ this the 
reason you have not fulfilled the purpose 
God has.for you? Is this the reason 


_ you are put aside? And do you feel it 


to be an impossibility for you to be 
patient, to suffer unjustly, to forgive in 
the spirit.of Christ? Are you crying 
out, like Mary, “How shall this be?” 
Then hear the answer of that angelic 
voice: .“The Holy Ghost.”—From the 
King’s Business. Sent by Mrs. Robert 
L. Vining, Piedmont, W. Va. 


Living for the Coachman, or Com- 
pany?—Ye shall be witnesses unto me 
... unto the uttermost part of the earth 
(Golden Text). A woman was speaking 
on religion to a group gathered in a 
zenana. She had reached the crucial 
point in her talk, when one of the lis- 
teners got up and walked out. Pres- 
ently she came back and listened more 
intently than before. But the inter- 
ruption had aroused the speaker’s curi- 
osity, and after the meeting she asked, 
“Why did you go out? Weren’t you 
interested?” 'The Hindu woman replied, 
“Yes, I was so interested that I went 
to ask your carriage driver whether you 
really meant these things — whether 
you lived them in your home. He said 
you did, so I came back to hear more.” 
—From American Magazine. Sent by 
Mrs. S. Otis Roe, Lynn, Mass. 


Someone Else Is Watching.—Ye shall 
be witnesses unto me (Golden Text). 
A friend of mine, who had been a 
hold-up man and.a kidnaper for twelve 
years, met Jesus Christ in prison. Christ 
said, “I will come and live in you and 
we will serve this sentence together,” 
and they did. Several years later he 
was discharged, and just before he went 
out he was handed a two-page letter 
written by another prisoner. After the 
salutation, it said in effect; “You know 
perfectly well that when I came into this 
jail I despised preachers, the Bible, and 
everything. I went to the Bible class 
and the preaching service because there 
wasn’t anything else interesting to do. 
Then they told me you were saved, and 
I said, ‘There’s another fellow taking 
the Gospel road to get a parole’; but, 
Roy, I’ve been watching you for two 
and a half years. You did not know it, 
but I watched you when you were in 
the yard exercising, when you were 
working in the shop, when you played, 
while we were all together at meals, on 
the way to our cells, and all over, and 
now I’m a Christian, too, because I 
watched you. The Saviour who saved 
you has saved me. You never made a 
slip.” Roy said to me, “When I got that 
letter and read it through I came out 
in a cold sweat. Think what it would 
have meant if I had slipped, even once.” 
—From The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by Josephine A. Kinzley, North Tona- 
wanda, N. Y. 


To Whom Do You Belong?—yYe shall 
be witnesses unto me (Golden Text). 
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“My father came into our house soon 
after I was married and looked around,” 
says Dr. Campbell Morgan. “We showed 
him every room, and then in his rough 
way he said to me: ‘Yes, it is very nice; 
but nobody will know, walking through 
here, whether you belong to God or to 
the Devil.’ I went through and looked 
at the rooms again, and I thought: ‘He 
is quite right.’ So we made up our minds 
straightway that there should be no 
room in our house, henceforth, that had 
not some message, by picture or wall 
text, to tell that we served the King.”— 
From the King’s Business. Sent by 
Howard M. Green, Newfane, N. Y. 


we 
From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we are keenly aware in these difficult days of 
the weakness and ineffectiveness of our merely 
human efforts. Thou hast not left us without 
guidance and equipment by which the need 
can be met, as we face the questions of to- 
day. Thou hast sent thy Holy Spirit into the 
world, and through him we are to receive 
power. We thank thee that power is of thee 
and of thy Spirit. We thank thee that the 
results of our work are not to be measured 
by our unworthiness, but by the working of 
thy Spirit in our lives, as we yield ourselves 
to him. We would be faithful witnesses at 
home, and in our community, and as far 
away from our dwelling place as .we can by 
any means cause our influence to extend. If 
there are among us those who should leave 
all and go to far lands, we pray that thou 
wilt touch such hearts and give them the 
determination and courage to go forth in thy 
strength. Lord, open our lives to the prom- 
ised power. We ask this in thy dear name. 
Amen. 


After the Lesson.—An experienced life 
guard in the coast service used to meet 
night after night with another guard for 
prayer in a little hut in the sand dunes. 
A friend asked him why he did this, 
and he said: “Well, after what we have 
seen in our patrol here by the sea, we 
feel very weak, so we pray together on 
the nights when we meet on patrol, and 
have done so for many years.” He was 
a great, strong fellow, but he realized 
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his weakness as he faced the turbulent 
sea. What a world it was that the dis- 
ciples faced! What a world it is that 
we face as we go about our daily tasks! 
Is your work, your service for the Lord 
empty and ineffective so far as you can 
see? The promised power is for you. 
Have you accepted that power in the 
fullness in which God wishes you to 
have it? Of course we feel weak as 
we face life’s difficulties, but he who is 
our life, — our blessed Lord and Saviour, 
—and the Holy Spirit, are not weak, are 
not bewildered, nor is the promise of 
power in any way weak, but ready to 
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be abundantly fulfilled in your life and 
mine. Is there something that you have 
been missing in all of this? Have we 
opened our lives to the incoming of the 
Holy Spirit in full empowering? If any- 
thing hinders that, may We be quick to 
be rid of.the hindrance, and go forward, 
remembering that he is faithful who has 
promised that he will be with us alway. 
Let us pray. 
PHILADELPHIA. 
4 


The Busy Men's Corner 


By William H. Ridgway 


A Sample of God’s Goodness.—It is 
not for you to know the times or the 
seasons (Acts 1:7). Atl of us have long 
ago learned the truth of this statement. 
Old Prob said, “Fair and warmer.” So 
we went out on our picnic. We got 
a good ducking. And Aunt Phoebe said, 
“I never saw it rain harder, and I 
nearly froze !” 

The multitude of goose-bone, ground- 


‘ hog, sore-corn, and similar weather 


prophets, which lots of people take seri- 
ously, are well known. Especially Mr. 
Ground Hog (Marmota monax to you, 
Professor). When this woodchuck comes 
out of his hole in late winter or early 
spring and sees his shadow, back he goes 
and we are to have “a lot more bad 
winter weather”—which we don’t,— 
on most of the shadow-seeing occasions. 
(Deut. 29:29; 1 Thess, 5:1.) 

We hear people talk about “late 
springs” and “backward summers.” For 
the first twenty years of our married 
life I took my summer exercise in a 
fine kitchen garden back of El Nidito. 
I kept an accurate day-by-day record 
both of the planting time and the “pick- 
ing” time. I found by looking back and 
comparing these times, there was but 
small variation, in spite of talk about 
early and late seasons. 

For example, here in Eastern Penn- 
sylvania we always had our first cucum- 
bers about the Fourth of July. People 
forget. God shows his love and care 
for us no more strikingly than in veil- 
ing the future. 

The farmer’s winter would be one of 
continued unhappiness if he knew the 
coming summer was to be one of 
drought and loss. The townsman’s sum- 
mer would be one of continued unhap- 
piness and anxious fear if he knew the 
coming winter would freeze his pipes, 
deplete his wood, coal, and oil, and snow 
him under. 

God, who made the world and made 
us after his own image, to occupy that 
world, can be depended upon to order 
his world properly in its running, and 
part of that “running” is to use us to « 
help save others. 


What the Power Has Changed.—Ye 
shall receive power, ...and... be 
witnesses unto me (v. 8). While we 
are not made miserable with the gift of 
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foreknowledge, Heaven does bless us 
with power and usefulness. It is a rather 
striking matter to which attention has 
been called before, that nearly all ad- 
vances in things to make life happier 
and more comfortable have come from 
Christian lands. 

Medicine, for example. A ~ Persian 
friend told me that the cure for a pain 
in the stomach was to have a bald- 
headed man put his pate against the 
painful part. The afflicted one usually 
died in agony. When this Persian friend 
went back to his land, a Christian doc- 
tor, he cut out the offending appendix, 
and the patient was soon well. (Psa. 
103:3; Luke 9:1.) 

I heard the late Bishop Cook of Dela- 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of ’ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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‘ware show that God did not furnish 


the world with all green pastures and 
reveal nature’s secrets because he 
wanted man to have the joyous thrill 
of creating fertile fields by draining 
swamps and watering deserts. Italy’s 
Pontine - marshes. California’s sandy 
valleys. 

So when Jesus returned Home the 
Holy Spirit came into the world and 
those who accepted Christ as God and 
Saviour were supplied with enormous 
power. This power in 1,900 years has 
been slowly but surely building up a 
people for his name. 

Jesus told his disciples, “Greater 
things shall ye see,” and we are now 
living in the midst of some of these 
Oh, yes, I know—“In the last 
days,” etc.—and the world in many of 
its behaviors is not growing better, and, 
as Dan Crawford’s old African said, “To 
have more is not to be better!” Yet the 
fact remains that Dan Crawford put an 
end to “Red Sunsets” in Black Africa. 
England put an end to the burning of 
live widows in India, England and 
America put an end to working babies 
in factories. Witnesses and power have 
changed all this! 


The A. L. D.—Two men (v. 10). These 
two men belonged to A. L. D. (Angel 
of the Lord Department). That is the 
department I hope to find a place in 
when I go to the Other World. I have 
no particular desire to rule over ten 
or five cities, or sit upon a throne (Luke 
19:17, 19; 2 Tim. 2:12; Rev. 5:10; 20:6). 

Like the twelve-year-old Master him- 
self, I want to be “about my Father’s 
business.” Since I cannot play any 
musical instrument, or start a song, or 
have any political ambition, but have 
always gotten a “kick” out of trying to 
help deserving folks over their hard 
places and out of their “holes,” it is 
an A. L. D. job for me, if it is gettable, 
and I am found worthy. 

Because of this ambition upon my part 
— whether I get the A. L. D. job or not 
—I have been practicing for it for some 
time. I have taken a hint from my old 
Brandywine Manor C. E. friend, little 
Joe Stewart. 

“Yes,” said little Joe, when he startled 
us by saying he was going into the min- 
istry, “I know you fellows are laughing 
in your sleeves at the idea. You think 
no good church would ever call a half- 
pint pumpkin husker like me for a pas- 
tor. But I am convinced if I prepare 
myself for the Lord’s service he will 
find a place to use me.” : 

It turned out just that way. I have 
always put down little Joe Stewart’s 
career in the far Northwest as just as 
successful as that of any minister I have 
known. Children all through college 
with good jobs, and Joe himself the be- 
loved pastor of a wide countryside. 

So, like Joe, I believe if I prepare 
myself for the A. L. D. I will be used 
in that work when I get up There. 





March 22, 1941 


A. committee was 
Shaftesbury at the train. “How will we 
know his Lordship?” “When you see 
a tall man getting off of the train and 
helping someone, that tall mian will be 
Lord Shaftesbury.” Sure enough, a tall 
man got off the train carrying in one 
hand his own bag and in the other the 
roughly roped luggage of a little old 
working woman. 

Lord Shaftesbury, you may remember, 
was one of the most outstanding Chris- 
tians of his day, and the most beloved 
man in England. 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 


to meet Lord 


% 
Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: Who’s backing you? 


Discussion: What part does physical 
power play in human endeavor? Com- 
pare the necessity for spiritual power 


in the life of a servant of Jesus Christ. 
Objective: Zechariah 4:6. 











AY, fellows, can you imagine your- 

self graduating from college and go- 
ing into a business of your own choice, 
with some millionaire friend giving you 
all the financial backing you may need? 
With what confidence you would go 
ahead! It means a lot in the business 
world to have strong financial backing. 
To a certain extent, that is business 
power of high order. 

Today’s lesson presents a Senior Part- 
ner who has unlimited power. His busi- 
ness is the greatest of all— greater than 
all other enterprises combined. It yields 
the greatest profits and gives the most 
enjoyable . satisfactions. It is nothing 
less than extending the realm and the 
reign of the Lord Jesus Christ by your 
testimony to his saving and keeping 
power. 

When you come to the end of your 
career it will be a greater satisfaction 
to you to know you have won a single 
soul to Jesus Christ than if you had 
built railroads, dug canals, established 
steamship lines, erected high office 
buildings, or amassed a great fortune. 
Jesus, your Senior Partner, wants to 
direct and empower you to win many 
souls. He promises the power. 

At a certain gathering I was talking 
on the subject of “Hurhan Letters,” 
using 2 Corinthians 3:3 as a text: “For 
all can see that you are a letter of 
Christ entrusted to our care, and written 
not with ink, but with the Spirit of the 
ever-living God —and not on tablets of 
stone, but on human hearts as tablets” 
(Weymouth). I cited the United States 
mail service as a remarkable example 
of efficiency in receiving and carrying 
and delivering the messages of men. 

Every Christian is in God’s design 
a “letter of Christ .. . written not with 
ink, but with the Spirit of the ever- 
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living God,” sealed and addressed and 
stamped in God’s own image. I noticed 
in the audience a letter carrier. He had 
not changed his postman’s uniform to 
come to the service. At the close he 
came forward and expressed his appre- 
ciation. -Then he said to me with a 
twinkle in his eye: 

“You said something tonight that made 
me think of something you did not say.” 

“That must be interesting,” I replied; 
“what was it you thought of?” 

“Well,” he said, “it was this: when 
I start out on my mail route in the 
morning my bag is heavy with mail— 
letters, post cards, newspapers, some- 
times small parcels; and on magazine 
days it is extra heavy; but as I proceed 
from door-to door the bag grows lighter 
and lighter, until I am at the end of the 
route. There I may have yet one last 
piece of mail to deliver—a post card. 
Mister, do you know that before any 
man.could stop me from delivering that 
one-cent post card, or any group of 
men, or any organization or institution, 
or any nation, Uncle Sam would call out 
his Army and his Navy and put the 
United States treasury at my back to 
see me through with it!” 

I thanked him for that thought; then 
I.told him he had said something that 
made me think of something he didn’t 
say. It was that marvelous statement 
of Jesus, as recorded in the closing 
verses of the Gospel according to Mat- 
thew: “All power is given unto me in 
heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore, 
and teach nations, . .. and, lo, I am 
with you alway”! 

So look who’s backing you, fellows. 
Need you have any fear of failure? You 
may stammer; you may be awkward; 
you may be scorned and scoffed at; you 
may meet all sorts of difficulties in this 
greatest business of all;, but look at 
your Senior Partner; his resources are 
unlimited. He will tax the resources 
of the universe and Heaven before he 
will let you fail. Moreover, he stays by 
you with his infinite foresight and wis- 
dom. He will never let you down. 

Is not this a marvelous business op- 
portunity, with marvelous backing? Who 
wouldn’t go into business with such a 
Partner? 

Avon Park, FLA. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 234) 


1. It is believed that Luke wrote the Book 
of Acts because he dedicated both the 
Gospel and the Acts to his friend The- 
ophilus. : 

2. The Gospel of Luke shows the Son of 
God among men, undergoing man’s experi- 


ences. The Acts show the Son of man 
“on the right hand of God,” undergirding 
man’s experiences through his Spirit’s 


power. 


3. He unveiled his program for the evan- 
gelization of the world, the coming of the 
Holy Spirit, and the preaching of the King- 
dom of God. 
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4. It was that the Holy Spirit would come 
to abide in believers and empower them 
for testimony. 


5. Yes, if there are to be God-given re- 
sults. 


6. Yes, all born-again persons are in- 
stantly “sealed with that holy Spirit of 
promise” (Eph. 1:13, 14), but before their 
lives are dynamic with the power of God, 
they must also “be filled with the Spirit” 
(Eph. 5:18b). 


7. The Lord will bestow as much power 
as each individual needs and will receive. 
The source is constant, yet we bear re- 
sults for Christ only “according to the 
power that worketh in us” (Eph. 3:20; Acts 
6:8; 2 Tim. 2:21). 


8. Yes. He went up as Man in his resur- 
rection body, and he will return in the 
same way. 


9. “The kingdom of God is universal, 
including all moral intelligences willingly 
subject to the will of God; whether angels, 
the Church, or saints of past or future dis- 
pensations (Luke 13:28, 29; Heb. 12:22, 23). 
—Scofield. 


10. Yes. Read 2 Thessalonians 2. Paul 
tells them why the “day of Christ” could not 
come then, but Christ’s coming for his 
Church has always been “ifnmminent,” and 
the attitude of expecting the Bridegroom 
should constantly be that of the Bride. 


vg 


My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Goal.—“Wait for . .. power’! 


Activity.—Bring to class a picture of a 
power plant, fuses, electric cords, and 
one or two appliances. How are these 
dependent upon the natural sources of 
power, such as sun, water, coal? 


Preview.—Following are a few of the 
thoughts that the coming lessons will un- 
fold: (1) Assurance of Power; (2) Source 
of Power; (3) Power to Witness for 
Christ; (4) Power to Help Suffering 
Ones; (5) Power to Seek Lost Ones; (6) 
Power to Resist Evil; (7) Power to Be- 
hold Christ; (8) Power to Visualize World 
Needs; (9) The Power of a Name; (10) 
Power to Endure Hardness; (11) Power to 
Bear Fruit; (12) Power through Co-opera- 
tion; (13) The Power of the Gospel. 

Memory Verse.—‘‘Lo, I am with you 
alway, even unto the end of the world” 
(Matt. 28:20). 











“BEFORE-POWER” LIFE 


6¢7T°. HERE is no power,” the shivery 

voice of one of the milkers called 
through the bedroom windows in the 
dim, early hours of the morning. 

The sleepy rancher yawned, “Then I'll 
come and help you milk by hand.” 

He pressed the switch to look at the 
clock, but no lights appeared, and, any- 
way, the electric clock was no longer 
running. When the ranch lady got up 
there was no heat for the range; the 
refrigerator was defrosting; the hot 
water tank was getting cold; and no 
friendly newscast or morning hymns 
could come by radio into the home. The 
ranch had gone back to a “before- 
power” life, wholly inadequate for pres- 
ent needs. Before life could return to 
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its normal routine, the ranchers must 
“wait for... power.” . 

If mere electric power is so important 
for the operation of modern ranch life, 
of how much vaster importance for an 
effective spiritual life is enduement 
“with power from on high.” 


“Go!” — “Bur Warr!” 

Heaven-centered conversation had 
taken place as Christ and his dis- 
ciples considered “things pertaining to 
the kingdom of God” (Acts 1:1-12). A 
kingdom for Israel, though, was not the 
only “promise of the Father.” “Jeru- 
salem” needed blessing, to be sure, but 
so did “all Judea... Samaria, and... 
the uttermost part of the earth,” and 
the Lord who gave his life on Calvary 
did not leave this earth without making 
provision to let folk know why he died. 

“Go ye,” he had commanded. “Ye are 
witnesses. But wait!’ he hastened to 
add. “Ye shall receive power... and 
ye shall be witnesses.” 

Could it be possible for a witness 
never to give a testimony? What was 
this unique power which would make 
witnesses of fearful, world-minded men? 

Neither human strength nor person- 
ality would suffice. This new power 
was vested in the Person of the Holy 
Spirit (John 15:26, 27). Find and list 
the promises pertaining to the Spirit in 


John 14 through 17. 


Observe the sequence: “All power is 
given unto me... and, lo, I am with 
you alway” (Matt. 28: 18-20). “And when 
he had spoken these things ... he was 
taken up,” leaving the message for wit- 
nesses to tell. 


Att Power Is His—He Is witn Us— 
His Power Is Ours 


Power needs conveyers. The Holy 
Ghost needs bodies through which he 
may transmit the knowledge and vitality 
of Christ to a spiritually powerless 
world. 

How do you seek heavenly power? 
“Wait for the promise.” “Wait on the 
Lord ... and he shall strengthen thine 
heart” (Psa. 27:14). “My.,strength is 
made perfect in weakness” (2 Cor. 12: 
9). Perfect strength, perfect power! 
When your life contains the dynamite of 
the Holy Spirit, you no longer are wéak. 
You are “strong in the Lord” (Eph. 6: 
10; 2 Chron. 15:7). Then “go in this thy 
might” (Judges 6:14; Col. 1:10, 11). 

Assignment: Review such subjects as: 
The Sun, Source of Power; Energy; 
Light; Heat, and apply your findings to 
the power of a Spirit-filled life. Re- 
joice in the fact of Revelation 1:18. 

ALPAUGH, CALIF. 
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Don’t you want a handy binder in 
which to keep your copies of THe Sun- 
pAY ScHooL Times? Send in five Get 
Acquainted subscriptions (25 cents each, 
for 10 weeks) and the binder is yours 
(price of the binder, $1.25 postpaid). 





Five Bible Study Books 


Offered to You 
Without Money Cost 


From answers to questions asked of our readers it is estimated that — 





Only half of our Sunday school workers own a con- 
cordance. (Index of the Bible by words.) How can the 
other half find an unfamiliar verse > 


A still. smaller number of them own a Bible diction- 
ary. (Explanation of Bible words.) What answers can 
the others give to many Bible questions ? 


Less than one in every four of them own a Bible text 
book. (Index of the Bible by subjects.) This book saves 
hours of time, and gives you hundreds of references on a 
wide range of Bible teaching. 


One third of our readers are making use of the Sco- 
field Reference Bible. (King James Version, with Dr. 
Scofield’s extraordinary helps and chain references.) This 
edition of the Bible will increase the efficiency of every 
teacher. Included with this is a copy of “A Year’s 
Bible Course.” 


How You Can Get These Books 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES will give all five of these vitally necessary Bible study books in return for 
only 8 xew twenty-four weeks subscriptions to the Times at $1.00 each. These books are on the publishers’ 
regular lists today, and their retail value is $8.25. TZhis offer applies only to subscriptions in the U. S. A. 


Cruden’s Concordance Smith’s Bible Dictionary The Bible Text Book 
- The Scofield Reference Bible A Year’s Bible Course 


This plan is very simple: We will send you a supply of sample copies of THE SUNDAY 
SCHOOL TIMES. Hand these copies to a number of your acquaintances; tell each of them 
what THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES can do for them, in their teaching, their Bible study, 
and the study of the Christian life, and tell them what you are working for. As soon as 
you get the eight subscriptions, send the names and addresses of these new -subscribers 
with a remittance of $8.00. When we receive your list of names and addresses, with remit- 
tance, we will enter the subscriptions on our mailing list, and will send the five books to 
your address, postpaid. Please be sure to send all EIGHT SUBSCRIPTIONS. in at one 
time and not in several smaller groups. This offer applies only to subscriptions in the U. S. A. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES believes that these books will increase the efficiency of every Christian 
worker using them, and is glad to make this extraordinary offer to its:readers and their fellow workers. 





A postal card telling us where and when to send the sample copies of THE Sunpay Scuoot Times to you will 
bring them promptly, with a letter and an order blank and return envelope, together with full information 
about the paper. We will also send you copies of two interesting circulars about the Times, for distribution 
among your friends when you hand them the sample copies. Mail your postal card today ! 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
325 N. THIRTEENTH STREET PHILADELPHIA, PENNA. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


EACHER, I wonder how you begin 

to study your Sunday school lesson. 
Perhaps some suggestions will help. 
First, read the lesson over at least five 
times. No, first, ask for the teaching of 
the Holy Spirit as you read —then read 
it. Why five times? For familiarity, 
and because each new reading brings 
you something. How often we suddenly 
see in an old familiar text an entirely 
new meaning! 

Second, read it again and look up all 
the references given in your Bible. They 
bring some side lights on it. 

Third, outline the lesson. You say 
you do not know how? Then you will 
never learn while you are younger, so 
start right now. Try this simple out- 
line. It will fit almost any lesson. 

I. The Book—author, time, to whom 
written, purpose. 

II. Events of the lesson—place, people, 
action. 

III. Teaching points. 

You have already mentally filled out 
this outline for today’s lesson, probably, 
except the last section. The Book of 
Acts was written by Luke, about A. D. 
65, to tell the story of the coming of the 
Holy Spirit, and to show the working 
of the Holy Spirit in the hearts of be- 
lievers. The place is the Mount of 
Olives, near to Jerusalem; Christ and 
the disciples and two men in white be- 
ing the persons in action. First we see 
the Lord Jesus Christ and his eleven 
disciples, from now on called “apostles,” 
walking out from Jerusalem, “as far 
as Bethany,” Luke has told us before 
(Luke 24:50). We are told of their con- 
versation, how the Lord commanded 
them to wait for the promise of the 
Father, to wait in Jerusalem until the 
Holy Spirit came, and then how Jesus 
promised them power and that they 
should be witnesses. Immediately fol- 
lowed the ascension, the message of the 
two men in white, and the promise of 
the Lord’s return. 

As adults, we can study each verse 
with a thrill, but the Primary child is 
going to be confused if we try to teach 
him all we can get out of this lesson. 
So, where shall we start? I think I 
would put this on the blackboard: 

The Father the Holy Spirit 


would come to 
earth. 


The Son power when the 
PROMISED Holy Spirit 

came. 
The two men that the Lord 
in white Jesus Christ 


would come 
back. 

This rather simplifies the story for them. 
Now the thing that is puzzling their 
little heads is: “Who is the Holy Spirit?” 
Do you realize that most small children, 
even in Christian homes, have never 
heard of the third Person of the Trinity? 
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To be exact, most Christians have no 
acquaintance with the Holy Spirit. That 
explains their resultless service. Tell 
the children there are three Persons in 
the Godhead, God the Father, God the 
Son, and God the Holy Spirit. (God 
the Holy Ghost, if you prefer, though 
the word ghost has an entirely different 
meaning to a child.) You may tell the 
children that you cannot understand 
how God can be in three Persons any 
more than they can. It is a mystery, 
something we cannot understand, but 
we believe it. We cannot understand 
how we can each be a trinity — body, 
soul, and spirit (or heart, to use the Bible 
term). But we know we each have a 
body, a soul or mind, and a spirit; and 
yet we are each just one person. 

When Jesus Christ went back to 
Heaven, the Father sent the Holy Spirit 
to live in the hearts of believers, even 
in your heart and mine, if we have the 
Lord Jesus for 6ur Saviour. How won- 
derful that our bodies are the temples 
for the Holy Spirit! And his work is 
to teach us the things of Christ. 

Use a picture of a white dove‘ to. hold 
their attention while you tell them of 
Christ’s baptism, when the Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit were all present. 

MopesTo, CALIF. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


UKE wrote something like this, “My 
first book was about what Jesus 
began to do and teach until he went 
back to Heaven.” His second book is 
like a continued story. It is called The 
Acts of the Apostles. Can you find it 
in the Bible? Do you know who ‘the 
apostles were? Do you suppose the 
Lord kept on doing and teaching after 
he went back to Heaven? Whose hands 
and feet and tongues would he use? 
I will write your Memory Verse on 


-the board. Read it aloud. Now I will 


erase a few words such as: power, wit- 
nesses, Jerusalem, earth. Can you say 
the verse although the words are gone? 
Now I will erase a few more. Can you 
still repeat it? (Continue until the verse 
is completely erased and memorized.) 
Where were the apostles to begin wit- 
nessing? Right where they were, at 
Jerusalem. Later they were to go on 
in Judea, then to the next country, and 
so on. 
Does the Lord still need witnesses? 
(Use Annie Johnson Flint’s poem: 
Christ has no hands but our hands 
To do His work today; 
He has no feet but our feet 
To lead men in the way; 
He has no tongues but our tongues 
To tell men how He died; 
He has no help but our help 
To bring them to His side.) 
At a church meeting where the min- 
ister had been urging the people to 
work more earnestly to bring God’s 
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message to others, a poorly dressed 
woman arose and-said,,“I’m goin’ to try 
mighty hard to bring it fur’s our house.” 
That was starting right at home, at Je- 
rusalem, wasn’t it? 

One day in Sunday school eleven- 
year-old Harold decided to follow the 
Lord Jesus. “It will be hard to tell 
the folks at home about my decision,” 
he told the teacher, “for Father makes 
fun of the church, and the girls will kid 
the life out of me.” But that night 
Harold told his father. His father was 
silent for a minute, then said, “I hope 
we'll see a difference in your conduct.” 
As the days went by Harold did not 
find it easy to be a good witness. His 
sisters did tease and make fun of him. 
When he lost his temper and gave them 
a cross answer, they sneered, “You're a 
pretty Christian, you are!” Then Harold 
was sorry, confessed his fault to his 
Saviour, and asked for strength to be 
good-natured. His father said nothing, 
but he was watching Harold. Both he 
and the girls could not help noticing 
how Harold kept no grudges but tried 
in. his own way to do nice things for 
them. Finally Harold’s Christian be- 
havior won all his family to Christ. Was 
he a good witness? 

How can you be a good witness in 
your home? We shall write some of 
the things on the board and you may 
copy them. Perhaps’ at home you can 
find some pictures to illustrate your 
paper. This picture of a family group 
I will paste in this scrap book. Maybe 
we shall have some experiences to write 
in this book which we might name, “The 
Acts of the Juniors.” 

If you, Junior teacher, are not well 
acquainted with the home life of your 
pupils, this week would be a good tim 
to. visit each home. . 


FRANKFORT, MAINE. 





# Children at Home 


Barred Owl 
By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


HERE are few of the owl-folk within 

a hundred miles of my home with 
whom I am less acquainted than with 
that death-in-the-dark, the barred owl. It 
was the Naturalist who gave me a 
chance to study that grim bird at close 
range. On March 15th we started to 
explore a patch of woods not far from 
Princeton, New Jersey, where the year 
before he had found the nest of that 
owl, containing two young birds and an 
addled egg on April 6th. Half a mile 
away a red-shouldered hawk had been 
nesting. That tigress of the air, the bar- 
red owl, would not brook any rival 
raport in her woods, and one night at- 
tacked the mother hawk on her nest 
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and literally tore her to pieces, leaving 
the tree covered with feathers and frag- 
ments of flesh and bone. 

It had been a month of freezing cold. 
The thermometer was only sixteen 
above when we started, and it did not 
seem to me that any sensible bird would 
dare to start housekeeping in such 
weather. The day was a perfect one of 
its kind with an ice-blue, cloudless sky, 
and a sun whose brightness tried in 
vain to thaw the frost in the air. From 
the train the beeches and the red maples 
showed old silver against the gray- 
brown, leafless trees, and pewter-colored 
stretches of ice lay here and there 
among the pale yellow grass of the 
marshes, streaming in the wind like a 
woman’s hair. 


At a little station we alighted and 
followed a branch road for several miles 
through a frozen swamp where gaunt, 
dead trees showed here and there like 
tombstones among the tussocks. Once 
a winter wren ran like a mouse along 
the ground; a junco showed its white 
skirts for a moment; and a single red- 
wing creaked to himself in a treetop, 
near an enormous flock of starlings 
which kept up a vast chattering with 
little strains of song rising to the sur- 
face of the tumult now and then like 
tiny, breaking bubbles of music. 

At last we came to a point on the 
track where the Naturalist pointed out 
to us the nesting tree. We made a long 
detour through the woods and when we 
were about fifty yards from the tree, 
out of a wide, shallow hole in the side 
of its trunk a great concave face with 
a hooked beak and black, staring eyes 
thrust itself. In another instant the owl 
pulled hetself up to the edge of the 
hole and with a flap of her wings shot 
away like a gray shadow, a big, burly 
bird who looked enormous as she flew. 

Ten minutes later we saw a shadow 
moving toward us among the distant 
tree trunks, and a moment later the 
owl alighted on a limb too far away to 
be observed very well. In about five 
minutes more she came so near that 
through our glasses we could see every 
movement she made. With her gray 
feathers fluffed by the wind, she looked 
like a ragged hornets’ nest hanging from 
a limb until one got a glimpse of her 
strange, concave.face. 

Like all owls she was unable to move 
her eyes, and consequently kept turning 
her head from side to side with a curi- 
ous, peering, humanlike gesture, and 
would sometimes move it in almost a 
three-quarter circle so that she seemed 
to be looking directly behind where she 
sat. The most impressive thing about 
tne bird was her cavernous black eyes, 
unlike the molten golden ones of the 
great horned owl. These stared hol- 


lowly out from the sunken disk of her 
face like the eyes of a specter. 

As we watched her she suddenly flew 
directly to the nesting hole, her great 
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wings, muffled with down, making not 
the vestige.of‘a sound. Arrived at the 
hollow she sat on the edge and then 
sidled in headfirst, her barred tail 


feathers showing for a moment from, 


the edge. 

I had once seen a barred owl at Salem, 
New Jersey, approach at full flight the 
hollow in the tree where her nest was 
located and apparently plunge in with- 
out checking her speed for an instant. 
One of my friends secured a snapshot of 
her as she was entering the nest, and 
the camera showed something which the 
eye was ‘not quick enough to follow. 
Just as she reached, the nest the bird 
described a somersault, and, reversing 
her wings, checked her flight for an 
instant and slid in feet foremost, a bit 
of aeronautics one would hardly expect 
from so large a bird. This owl was 
evidently not so skilled a flyer, yet she 
had all the keenness of hearing of her 
folk, for we had advanced hardly a few 
steps toward the tree when she was out 
and off again. 

The nesting hole of the owl was hardly 
fifteen feet up, and only about a foot 
deep, and had no lining other than a 
few feathers and dried oak leaves. It 
contained three white eggs that looked 
like small hen’s eggs, except that they 
were rounder. After we had examined 
them and started away, we heard a 
sudden’ furious cawing in the distance, 
and our last view of the barred owl 
was the sight of her fleeing through the 
distant treetops closely pursued by a 
black pack of screaming crows. 

HAVERFORD, Pa. 
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May We Hope for 
Revival Today ? 
(Continued from second page) 


This is an ordinance of God. It is the 
means that he chooses to bless in giving 
to his Church and others the things 
promised in his Word. 


SCRIPTURAL EVANGELISM 


Scriptural evangelism consists in mak- 
ing known the Good News of salvation. 
To: accomplish this successfully one 
needs to take heed to himself and to the 
doctrine (or R. V., “teaching,” which in- 
cludes doctrine and spirit and method) 
(1 Tim. 4:16). An “evangelist” needs: 
knowledge of the revealed Word of God, 
an inner spirit conformed to that of 
Christ, wisdom from God, acquaintance 
with human nature, self-effacement, at- 
tentiveness, and responsiveness to the 
leading of the Spirit, patience, persis- 
tence, and adaptation. 

Church members who do not hold of- 
ficial positions may become true evan- 
gelists if they cultivate earnest recog- 
nition of God’s-program of reclamation 
of lost men, hold this in mind as the 
proper and primary concern for those 
already saved, and seek every oppor- 
tunity of co-operation, in the measure 
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and kind of their gifts and strength, to 
promote the witness and appeal to all 
men—near and far. Such evangelism 
may be carried on individually, or in 
co-operation with other faithful be- 
lievers, or under the direction of God’s 
appointed leaders. 

“Evangelism” is not necessarily excep- 
tional effort, though special seasons for 
concerted effort may be desirable and 
beneficial; it implies essentially a con- 
tinuous attitude of mind and heart, and 
an uninterrupted endeavor to bring 
home to the individual fellow-sinner the 
will of God for his salvation. 

Where this prevails in spirit and prac- 
tice, there will be continuous revival to 
the measure of the capacity and gifts 
and opportunity of the individual Chris- 
tian. 
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CHRISTIAN YOUTH is the Times weekly 
paper for young people. 
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A Christian General's Funeral 
(Continued from page 231) 


admitted that they could not, he assured 
them boldly that outside of that he did 
nothing else. 

A large number of Belgian generals 
and other officers were present at his 
funeral. Some of them had been pupils 
of General Gallet’s, as he had also been 
a professor of the military school in 
Brussels which corresponds to West 
Point in the United States. The repre- 
sentatives of King Leopold and the 
Queen Mother, Elisabeth, spoke of the 
high qualities of this great son and val- 
iant defender of his country, and of his 
humble and attractive personality. 

Pastor Jean Walti, of the French 
church of the Belgian Gospel Mission in 
Brussels, where General Gallet wor- 
shiped, preached a real Gospel message 
at the funeral, in accordance with the 
General’s desire. He preached on the 
text, “This is a faithful saying, and 
worthy of all acceptation, that Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save sin- 
ners; of whom I am chief” (1 Tim. 1:15). 

On the casket of the General were 
his sword, his military cap, his decora- 
tion, and, at his feet, his open Bible, the 
sword of the Spirit. The well-marked 
Bible at the feet of the General was an 
unforgettable sight, and it must have 
made a deep impression on those pres- 
ent, among whom were some of the 
foremost representatives of military and 
civil society. General Gallet, who had 
been a valiant soldier of the cross and 
a soul-winner, thus continued to bear a 
Christian testimony even though he had 
passed into the presence of his Lord. 
When the preaching of the Gospel in 
Belgium produces such Christians, it is 
certainly not in vain, but is worthy of 
the prayers and support of Christians 
everywhere. 

The announcements of the funeral for 
General Gallet bore the following 
verses: “I have fought a good fight, I 
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have finished my course, I have kept the 
faith: henceforth there is laid up for me 
a crown of righteousness, which the 
Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me 
at that day: and not to me only, but 
unto all them also that love his appear- 
ing” (2 Tim. 4:7, 8). 
HOLLAND, MIcH. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











April 13. He Liveth Forevermore. Mark 16:1- 
11. (Easter.) 





Sunday, April 6 
The Steadfastness of Jesus 
(Luke 9:51-56; 19:28-38) 
(Palm Sunday) 





Mon.—Prophecy of His steadfastness (Isa. 
50:5-7). : 

Tues.—Steadfast in ministry (Matt. 4:23- 
25). 

Wed.—Steadfast in love (John 13:1). 

Thurs.—Steadfast in purpose (Matt. 16: 
21-23). 

Fri.—Steadfast in doctrine (John 7:14-18). 

Sat.—Steadfast to the end (Heb. 12:2). 











HEN, a few weeks ago, our prayer 
meeting topic had to do with 
“Christ, the Son,” we found that all the 
attributes and qualities of God, the 
Father, are to be found in the Lord 
Jesus. Thus all that the Bible says con- 
cerning the changelessness of God is true 
also of Christ. ‘ 
se 
We see the steadfastness of Christ in 
his existence. He was one with the 
Father from the beginning (John 17: 
5, 24). He is “before all things, and by 
him all things consist [hang together]” 
(Col. 1:17). He is the beginning and 
ending of all things (Rev. 1:8, 17; 22: 
13). 
+ 4 
We see the steadfastness or change- 
lessness of Christ in his character. James 
tells us that in the Father, and hence 
in the Son, is “no variableness, neither 
shadow of turning” (Jas. 1:17). All else 
may change, but God does not change 
(Heb. 1:12). 


Change and decay in all around I see, 
Oh, Thou that changest not, abide with 
me. 


He is the same “yesterday, and to day, 
and for ever” (Heb. 13:8). 
be 

We see the steadfastness of Christ in 
his acts. Of him we read that “for the 
joy that was set before him” he “en- 
dured the cross, despising the shame, 
and is set down at the right hand of the 
throne of God” (Heb. 13:2). Our Scrip- 
ture lesson reminds us that he set his 


March 22, 1941 


face as a flint (Isa, 50:7); that “he sted- 
fastly set his face” to go to the cross 
(Luke 9:51); and that his “meat” was 
to do the will of him that sent him 
(John 4:34) and to finish his work. 

$e 

We see the steadfastness of Christ in 

his words. He said to John on the Isle 
of Patmos, “I am Alpha and Omega, the 
beginning and the ending, saith the 
Lord, which is, and which was, and 
which is to come, the Almighty” (Rev. 
1:8). To the unbelieving Pharisees he 
said, “Before Abraham was, I am” (John 
8:58). To his own he says, “I have loved 
thee with an everlasting love” (Jer. 
31:3). ’ 

4 


But the steadfastness of Christ should 
be to us not merely an intellectual con- 
cept. It should bring us satisfaction, 
certainty, security, and safety. Little in 
this life endures for more than a few 
brief years, and we have no assurance 
for eternity apart from him. 

We may not know the future, but we 
may know that he is in the future. When 
much that we would hold to in this life 
is insecure, we may have the confidence 
that “he will hold me fast.” And for 
tomorrow, if we will put our trust in 
him, we may know that “he which hath 
begun a good work in you will perform 
[perfect] it until the day of Jesus Christ” 
(Phil. 1:6). 


PHILADELPHIA, 





For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D, 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 








Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


March 31 to April 6 


Mon.—Joel 2:28-32. God’s Promise through Joel. 
PRAYER SuccestTions: “I [will] pour 
out my spirit.” Our Lord’s gift of the 
Holy Spirit was a foretaste of the bless- 
ing mentioned in this prophecy (Acts 
2:16-21). Wonders in the heavens and 
on the earth, which Joel mentions, were 
seen in part when angels came to Beth- 
lehem on that first Christmas night; 
when the sun became darkened at the 
death of Christ; and the tongues of fire 
came upon the disciples at Pentecost. 
We might include also the wonderful 
miracles of Christ and the great earth- 
quake at his resurrection. The minis- 
try of the Spirit is wonderful now, but 
will be greater in the coming age. Pray 
for the Bible Institute of Los Angeles, 
558 S. Hope St., Los Angeles. 
Tues.—Acts 1:1-12. 
Christ’s Promise to His Church. 
PRAYER SvuGGESTIONS: “The promise of 
the Father.” God’s promises are always 
good and faithful. They have to do with 
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the life that now is and with that which 
is to come. They are for Israel and the 
Church, for saints and sinners; but we 
need to know which is which. Mr. 
Spurgeon called the promises checks on 
the Bank of Heaven. Plead them in 
your prayers, and expect God to honor 
them. Pray against anti-Semitism in its 
every form. 
Wed.—John 16:7-15. The Office of the Spirit. 
PRAYER Succestions: “The Comforter 
. the Spirit of truth.” When Jesus 
ended the work which the Father gave 
him to do, before he returned to Heaven, 
he promised that he would send the 
Spirit. His work would be that of com- 
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forting, guiding, and giving wisdom and 
power to the people of God. He would 
show the sinfulness of sin to sinners by 
blessing the preached Word. His work 
in ministers and missionaries and all 
other Christians is measured by the obe- 
dience of faith. Pray for the salvation 
of Jews, and be careful to show kind- 
ness to them for Jesus’ sake. 
Thurs. —l Corinthians 12:1-11. 
Gifts of the Spirit. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Spiritual gifts.” 
God’s. gifts for the inner life are more 
wonderful -than those bestowed upon 
the body. These are necessary for right 
living and -for fruitful Christian work. 
The Spirit’s gifts of wisdom, knowledge, 
faith, and ability excel the gifts of 
nature, All. who love the Lord Jesus 
have the Holy Spirit, and have also a 
gift he will enable them to use for the 
glory of God. Pray for the William Jen- 
nings Bryan University, Dayton, Tenn. 


Fri.—Isaiah 44:1-8. Spiritual Refreshing. 
PraYER SuccesTions: “I will pour 
water upon him that is thirsty.” God's 
blessings descend in showers. . “There 
shall be showers of blessing.” As water 
refreshes dry. ground, so the kind of 
water that makes glad the heart of man, 
which only our Lord can give, satisfies 
the longing soul. “The water that I shall 
give him shall. be in him a well of water 
springing up into everlasting life” (John 
4:14). Hearts are never happy without 
Jesus. Pray for the New England’ Fel- 
lowship, Rumney, N. H., and 5 Park St., 
Boston. 
Sat.—John 15:20-27. The Spirit of Truth. 
PRAYER SvucGcestions: “The Spirit of 
truth, which’ proceedeth from the 
Father.” The Spirit of God is full of 
grace and truth. We can always have 
joy in what he is, and confidence in 
what he says. Every word of God is 
pure. God’s Word is your safest guide. 
It will make you. wise unto salvation, 
and in every good word and work. Carry 
your Testament with you wherever you 
go and read a portion when you awake 
in the morning and another before you 
go to bed. Pray for the Bible Success 
Band (they learn'a Bible verse every 
day), 1505 Race. St., Philadelphia. 


Sun.—Ephesians 6:10-18. Strength in the Lord. 

PRAYER Succestions: “Strong in the 
Lord, and in the power of his might.” 
Our own wisdom and strength is not 
enough for victory over Satan. If we 
are to stand in “the evil day,” we must 
have the almighty strength of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. “My strength is made per- 
fect in weakness.” Pray for the Ameri- 
can Scripture Gift a: 325 N. 13th 
St., Philadelphia. 

w 


In ordering goods, or in making in- 
quiry concerning anything advertised in 
this paper, you will oblige the pub- 
lishers, as well as the advertiser, by stat- 
ing that you saw the advertisement in 
The Sunday School Times. 
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unsearchable riches of the love of God in Christ 
~ Will the Ameriean Continent rise to increased 
effort while doors remain open? 

Canadian Auxiliary, 146 Cottingham St., Toronto. 





Note New Address 
AMERICAN 
SCRIPTURE GIFT MISSION 
325 N. 13th Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Spocighies in Attractive, Illustrated 
TESTAMENTS & GOSPELS 
The best for Personal Work! 

As gifts permit, Free Grants are sent to 


Missionaries. Ask for free copy, 
"Why Scatter Scriptures?"’ 


RUSSIAN GOSPEL 
ASSOCIATION 


Interdenominational - Evangelistic 

Evangelical 

Supports missionaries on the borders of Russia, 

in Europe, in the Far East, and in Canada, Alaska 

and United States. 
Send for free RUSSIAN GOSPEL NEWS 

Russian Gospel Association, 64 W. Randolph St., 

hicago, Ill. 


BUSINESS MEN'S COUNCIL 
OF THE POCKET TESTAMENT 
LEAGUE, INC. 


FREE distribution of God's Word to those in the 
Army, Navy, Air Posts, CCC camps, jails, fac- 
tories, mills, schcols, colleges, etc. 


This work is supported by voluntary contributions. 
710 Witherspoon Bidg., Phila., Pa. 





RUSSIAN CHRISTIAN 
RELIEF SOCIETY 


GREAT NEED! 


We need prayers and $100,000 to relieve sufferings 

of Russian Christians across the ocean and to 

evangelize millions of that nation throughout 
the world. 


Address, 690—8th Avenue, New York City 


THE RUSSIAN MISSIONARY 
SOCIETY, INC. 


Rev. F. J. Miles,’ International Secretary 
Oldest Gospel and relief work among Russians 
everywhere and Jews in Slavic lands. Still working 
in Poland, Bulgaria, Finland, France, Harbin 
(China), North and South America, etc. Your 
help is needed in. this work of love now—tomorrow 
may Be too late. 


1844 Monroe Street, Room 9, Chicago, Illinois 





THE BOLIVIAN 
INDIAN MISSION, INC. 


115 Fulton Street, New York, N. Y. 
Evangelical and Interdenominational 


"Holding Forth the Word of Life" to the Indians 
of Bolivia, South America. 


Write for literature (no obligation). 


CHICAGO HEBREW MISSION 


A Faith Work Founded by W. E. Blackstone, 1887 
Twenty workers ministering to the Jews of Chicago 
and other cities. Hundreds of thousands of Tracts 
pene for Worldwide Distribution. Monthly 
“ - azine, The Jewish Era, emnaggeee world events 

in the light of Bible prophecy, with helpful sug- 
estions for reaching the Jews ‘of your community 
or Christ. Only 50c per year. Sample on request. 

CHICAGO HEBREW MISSION 
1311 S. Kedzie Avenue, Chicago, Ill. 





SOUTH AFRICA 


GENERAL MISSION 
23 Flatbush Avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


God is ame blessing and caring for our needs. 

Notwithstandi 

eble to send new workers, also bring home tired 

ones. We covet prayer fellowship. Information 
sent on request. 


ng War conditions, we have been . 


SOUTH AMERICA 
INDIAN MISSION, INC. 


Incorporated 1921 
(Formerly Inland South America Missionary 
Union, Inc. 

Supports missionaries to the Lowland Indians of 
BOLIVIA, BRAZIL, COLOMBIA and PERU 
For information address: 

P. O. Box 147 West Palm Beach, Florida 





NEW YORK GOSPEL 
MISSION TO THE JEWS, INC. 


171 Avenue A, New York C 
~ Reverend and Mrs. Bernhard Angel, Founders 
A_ long-established witness for the Lord Jesus 
Christ in the midst of the world's largest Jewish 
population. 
A copy of our Monthly Letter will be sent free 
on request. 
Address mail to P. O. Box 108, 
Station D, New York City 


AMERICAN-EUROPEAN 
FELLOWSHIP 


Rev. A. C. Gaebelein, D.D., President. 
156—5th Avenue, New York, N. Y. 


A postal card will bring to your address "Prayer 
Partnership in Missions’ and a free copy of the 
European Harvest Field. 








THE BIBLE INSTITUTE 
COLPORTAGE ASSOCIATION 


Founded by D. L. Moody in 1894 
Publishers .of evangelical Christian literature, 
Scripture portions, and Gospel tracts; distributors 
to needy classes, such as prisoners and patients, 
men in Army and Navy, CCC and migrant camps, 
etc. Contributions and correspondence solicited. 

Write for free catalog and full information to 
843-845 N. Wells Street, Chicag6, III 


WESTERN CANADA MISSION 
TO THE JEWS 


Rev. Hugo Spitzer, Director 


For 30 years this Mission has proclaimed the 
Gospel of Christ throughout Western Canada with 
remarkable results. This work is carried on by the 
prayerful and material assistance of God's people. 
Information gladly given. 


158 Atkins St. Winnipeg, Canada 





THE MILLION 
TESTAMENTS CAMPAIGNS 
Half a Million New Testaments 
For God's Chosen People the Jews 


Distributing special editions of the New Testa- 

ment among Jews at home and abroad. Your 

gifts and prayers will increase the distribution, 
and the Lord will bless and reward youl 


1505 Race Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


CHILDREN’S 
BIBLE MISSION, INC. 


For evangelization of children in 
public schools 
200,000 portions of Bible given for memorization 
of Scripture verses. 2000 children sent to Christian 
Sia expenses paid. 
Send gifts or request for jotarehofion to 
2562 First Ave. No. it. Petersburg, Fla. 


THE NAVAJO BIBLE SCHOOL 
AND MISSION 


Aims to evangelize and train Navajo Indians; 
establish native churches; conduct camp meetings 
with native evangelists. 

There are 50,000 Navajos, of whom 45,000 are 
unsaved. —_ and prayer needed. Literature 
ent on request. Address 
HOWARD A. CLARK, Superintendent. 


Window Rock, Arizona 











FRIENDS OF ISRAEL REFUGEE 
RELIEF COMMITTEE, INC. 


Relief work for Jews and Hebrew Christians in 
Europe, Palestine, England, Scotland, America, 
South America and China. 


If God leads you to have fellowship with us in this 
work, send your gift to 


710 Witherspoon Building, Philadelphia, Pa. 





THE INDEPENDENT BOARD 
FOR PRESBYTERIAN 
FOREIGN MISSIONS 


153A Maplewood Avenue, Philadelphia, Pa. 
A TRULY BIBLICAL MISSION 
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